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January Worship 
 
 

Sunday, January 7 

Holy Communion 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir 
 10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, January 14 
Blessing of the Baptized 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir & Alleluia Bells 
 10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, January 21 
Holy Communion 

Special Guest: 
  Hans Peterson & Nelson 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir 
 10:00 am - Celebration 
Potluck to Follow at 11:30 am 
 

Sunday, January 28 
Sweater/Sweatshirt Sunday 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir  
 10:00 am - Celebration & Alleluia Bells 
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The Lord has done great things for us,  

and we will be filled with joy. 

~ Psalm 126:3 
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Potluck and Special Music 
Hans and Nelson 

January 21 
 

On this Sunday we have the special honor of being joined by  
Hans Peterson and Nelson Morlock for worship. This father  
and son duo are accomplished and well traveled musicians.  
Hans plays piano and guitar. Nelson plays violin and fiddle.  
They both are awesome musicians. Hans is a member of the  
band Dakota Road who has written some of the music we use  
in worship. You won’t want to miss this special opportunity  
and Hans’ and Nelson’s words for us. They will also join us for  
a potluck following the second service and provide music for  
our dining pleasure. 

 

Reservations for the potluck will be taken January 7 and 14 
 

 

Bring a dish according to the first letter of your last name: 
 

A - H  Hot Dish (Casseroles, baked beans,  vegetables...) 
I - Q  Salad (Potato Salad, Jell-O, Coleslaw…) 
R - Z Finger Desserts (Bars, Cookies…) 
 

The Church will provide coffee, lemonade and water. 

2017 Christmas Choir Festival 

Celebrating FLC Style... 



. 

 
 

At its December meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 

 Approved the following nominations for the 
congregation’s consideration at the annual 
meeting on February 4: 

Audit Elise McLaury 
Endowment Alyssa Weinand 
First Lutheran Fund Justin Ferguson 
 Marla Frey 
Council Mary Bricco, Jodi Gray 
 Billy Manson, Steve Purcell 

 

 Appointed the following people to committees: 
Education Rikki Klassy 
Evangelism Jeff Krause 
Worship Greg Gilbert 
 

 Expressed thanks to everyone who 1) made  
special offerings to help FLC families during 
Advent, and 2) donated Mitten Tree and 
Manger items. 

 Approved a 2018 Budget for the congregation’s 
consideration at the annual meeting. 

 Celebrated the success of FLC’s Thanksgiving 
Eve schedule with 115 people in worship 
and 75 in the Fellowship Hall afterwards for pie! 

 Received a report that 13 youth attended a 
Christmas party at FLC and over 40 signed up 
to go caroling to several locations in Stoughton. 

 Learned that the Love Stoughton Area 
Committee was contacted to complete two 
deep cleaning projects in the winter: the Food 
Pantry floor and Library Bookshelves. (Page 6) 

The lead headline for the Jan-Feb 
Joyful Noiseletter proclaimed,  
 

WORDS TO START THE  
NEW YEAR. 

 

What were these words? Here are 
several examples: 
 
Our life is frittered away by detail. Simplify!  
Simplify!  ~ Thoreau 
 
If you could choose one characteristic that would 
get you through life, choose a sense of humor.  
~ Jenifer Jones 
 
Celebrate your successes. Find some humor in 
your failures. ~ Sam Walton 
 
It’s better to walk alone than with a crowd going in 
the wrong direction. ~ Diane Grant 
 
Let your faith show your faith - smile!  ~ Unknown 
 
Live simply. Love generously. Care 
deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the 
rest to God. God loves you; He 
always has and always will.  
~ George Goldtrap 
 
Health is wealth.  ~ Jim Reed 
 
Endeavor to so live that when you die, even the 
undertaker will be sorry.  ~ Mark Twain 
 
Know the true value of time. Snatch, seize and 
enjoy every moment of it. No idleness; no 
laziness; no procrastinations; never put off until 
tomorrow what you can do today.  
~ Phillip D. Stanhope 
 

And now some words from Ecclesiastes 
 
Therefore I praised joy, because there is nothing 
better for mortals under the sun than to eat and to 
drink and to be joyful; this will accompany them in 
their toil through the limited days of life God gives 
them under the sun. 
 
Blessings to you and your loved ones as we 
anticipate another new year on God’s earth! 
 
Pastor Lehman 
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“We’re staring off the new year in hell with 
an updated policy. The only thing you are al-

lowed to watch is politics!” 

Clip Art 

Here 
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Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Betty Colden 
Helen Johnson 
Joy Pals, friend of Sue Tarpinian 
Lenore Stai 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Beverly Anderson, mother of Jennifer Rogers 
and Ann Cornielle 

Susie Bohart, friend of Jeanne Gilbertson 
Shirley Ehle, friend of DuWayne and Marilyn 

Teigen 
Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich 
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt 
Cheree Jenson, niece of Linda Milam 
Jim Potter 
Cullen Steele, grandson of Naomi and Ron 

Steele 
Marno Stellmacher 
David Stenjem, brother of Ann Bjordahl 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Congratulations to… 
 

Aaron & Kaitlyn Shovick on the birth of their 
daughter, Everleigh Joyce Shovick. 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Tom Beatty 
William Hause 
Lorraine Hawkinson 
Charles Lyke 
Richard Mullen 
Ardys Pfundheller 
Doug Pfundheller 
Wayne Quam 
Shirley Ramsden 
Susan Stikelstad 

Have a prayer request or would like your 
loved one to be listed in this section of the 
newsletter?  
 

Please contact the church office or a pastors.   
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 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries 

 
 
 
 

Join with fellow Christians to learn, grow and have fun!  This initial 5 week study will 
help jump start your faith in the new year.    
 
There are many small group opportunities to suit different schedules. There will be 
small groups meeting on Sunday morning, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  
evenings, as well as Tuesday afternoons. Sign up on the Atrium Bulletin Board and 
purchase your participant guides there for only $4.00. These guides would work for 

individual study and for following along with the sermons. Can’t find something that works with your 
schedule? See Pastor Sara or Erlene Bishop Killeen for ideas.    
 

The study itself makes the Bible come alive for contemporary issues and concepts. Conversations 
from Matthew and Luke will address questions like: 

 
 Why did God come as a baby? 

 Can we really beat temptation? 

 What does it really mean to follow Jesus? 

 Why did Jesus tell such confusing stories? 

 Was Jesus racist, sexist - or both? 

 

 

New Small Group Opportunity in the New Year! 
Fearless Conversations in Faith and Life! 

Sign up today and bring a friend. You 

need not be a member of FLC to take  

part in these lively groups! 



. 
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, January 9 at 7:15 pm. The 
book to be discussed is Lilac Girls by 
Martha Hall Kelly. 
 

The Selah (Daytime) 
Group will meet on the third 
Thursday of each month at 10:00 am 
at Milestone Senior Living. This 
month, on January 18, the book 
discussion will be on The Thousand 
Autumns of Jacob de Zoet by 
David Mitchell. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries continued 

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
January 8 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s Bible Study 
  

The women’s Bible Study will meet on 
Monday, January 29 at 7:00 pm. The 
book they will be using is The Case for 
Christ by Lee Strobel.  
 

Guests are always welcome. If you 
have any questions, please see Pastor Sara. 
 

Soul Sisters  
 

Soul Sisters will offer a new  
once-a-month Bible study series  
that will begin in January and end  
in June. This study is based on  
the work of Max Lucado's book  
Traveling Light with new insights on 

Psalm 23. Consider joining this group on January 15 
from 10:00-11:45 am in the Fireside Room.  
 

Mark your calendar and start your new year with a 
new beginning.   

 
 

 

 

Quilting Season Begins!   

Come and join this group of industrious women to 
create quilts that are then donated to 
organizations serving those in need. 
Quilting begins Monday, January 8 
and continues until Easter. They work 
each Monday from 8:30 am until noon.  

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, January 9 at  
11:00 am at Pizza Hut. Jackie Kitttelson is the  
hostess. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, January 9 at 
6:30 pm at Sunrise Restaurant. 

 
Prizes awarded for: 
 

 Youth Singles and Doubles: 
 11 and under and 12 and up 
 Adult Singles and Doubles 
 Parent and Youth Doubles 
 FLC Youth 18 or under who beat  

Pastor Lehman; if you beat him, he will 
buy you a $25 gift certificate. 

 

Don’t want to compete? Enjoy Chinese Ping 
Pong or just a friendly game. Sign up in the 
information center. 
 

Pizza, popcorn and soda will be provided - 
bring a fun treat to share!  

 

Everyone, of any age, is welcome! 

Lenten Suppers 
Ash Wednesday, February 14 
 

The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 14, and runs through Wednesday,  
March 21. Meals will be served each of the six 
Wednesday evenings prior to Holy Week from 
5:30 pm to 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.   
 

If you are interested in being a meal leader  
and/or assisting in serving a Lenten supper,  
please sign up in the Information Center or contact 
Pastor Sara. Many hands are needed to serve 
each meal! This is a great way to share your gifts 
and meet new people at FLC. 

 

Sunday, January 7 
4:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 

Come to the 7th Annual  
Ping Pong Tournament in  

Fellowship Hall. There will be  
3 tables set up and ready for  
singles, doubles and Chinese  
ping pong. Winners will have  

their photo taken with  
the golden paddle!   

 

Ping Pong  
Tournament 
& Fun Play 



. 
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Your Input Matters! 
 

Likely starting in the middle of January, FLC members will be asked to share their perspectives about the 
congregation through a Congregation Assessment Tool or CAT. This tool is provided by Holy Cow 
Consulting, whose primary mission is to help churches make data driven decisions. The survey will be 
offered digitally as well as on paper. It usually takes less than 30 minutes. 

 
The Council is seeking input from the congregation to assess our 
congregation’s vitality compared to a data base of other churches 
who have already taken the survey. Pastor Lehman stated, “Strong 
churches conduct surveys and gather information from time to time 
to get a sense of how their membership perceives the mission and 
ministry of their churches. It is actually a sign of good heath that 
Church Councils do this. The goal is to help First Lutheran evolve 
into the best congregation it can be!” 
 

Holy Cow Consulting has served over 3000 congregations for the past 30 years. Thus, the group has a 
large data base from which to compare and contrast FLC’s responses to those of other churches. Their 
stated mission is to help church leaders make better decisions in less time with more confidence. So, the 
information will help FLC leaders: 
 

1) measure the satisfaction and energy levels of the congregation 
2) Identify issues and concerns that will assist leaders in improving the  

church’s organizational climate 
3) Identify potential resources that otherwise might be missed 
4) Provide information about the church’s culture and hopes for the future 

 
The Council cordially invites you to participate in this important survey that will affect our church’s future! 

Love Stoughton Area 
 

Love Stoughton Area 

The Love Stoughton Area Ministry  
has scheduled its 4th project for  
Friday and Saturday, January 12-13.  
We will be giving the Stoughton  
Food Pantry a deep cleaning.  
 
If you want to be a part of this much  
needed project, please contact  
Valerie Fisher at 873-7761 or  
administrative.assistant@flcstoughton.com. 
 
In February, LSA will be helping out  
at the Stoughton Library. This project  
will require teams of 2, so grab a  
friend and show the library some  
tender loving care. Sign up soon  
at the Information Center. 

River Food Pantry 
Friday, January 5 &  
 

Friday, February 2 
from 5:00-8:00 pm  
(Leave church at 4:15 pm) 
 
 

YOU can help! Volunteer your time.  
There is a group of people going to work at the  
River Food pantry. The group will assist in food  
pantry distribution, children's area and serving 
meals.  
 

Volunteers will carpool from Stoughton, or can 
meet the group at 2201 Darwin Rd. Madison. This 
is a great opportunity for older children, teens and 
of course adults.  
 

Check out the River Food Pantry website at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org.  

If you are interested in helping sign up in the  
Information Center.   

http://www.riverfoodpantry.org


. 
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Dartball in  
January: 

 
 

All games are held on Monday nights at 7:00 pm 
 

January 1: No Game 

January 8:  Home versus Cooksville Lutheran 

January 15:  At Oregon HMC Catholic 

January 22:  Home versus St John’s Lutheran 

January 29:  At Cooksville Lutheran 

If you are interested in playing, please contact 
Jeremy Eppler or the church office for more  
information. 

FLC at the  
Fireside Theater in 
Fort Atkinson 
 ~ Phantom  
 

Saturday, February 10 
Arrivals start at 10:30am  
Performance 1:30pm 
 

For over a century, audiences have been  
captivated by the tragic story of the disfigured  
genius who makes his home in the cavernous  
underground of the Paris Opera House and falls in  
love with Christine - the beautiful soprano he can  
never have. Hailed as “the finest PHANTOM of them 
all,” Arthur Kopit and Maury Yeston’s moving  
presentation digs deep into the life of this tortured  
soul in a show filled with romance and mystery, thrills 
and excitement, colors and humor, and of course,  
their lyrical and luxurious music. Your heart races,  
your soul soars, and you fall in love all over again.  
It is an unforgettable theatrical experience! 
 

Depart from FLC at 10:00am. Tickets are $68.95  
which includes the scrumptious meal and the show. 
Bring extra money for shopping in the 
if you would like. Please contact Jean Horneck at  
fellowship.assistant@flcstoughton.com to reserve  
your tickets and turn your money into the office  
marked with number of tickets needed and your name.    
 

Chili and Game Night 
        Sunday, February 18  

   in FLC Fellowship Hall 
 

Here’s another opportunity to get 
out of the house and meet new 
people! Bring favorite games and 

either chili, fixins, sides or dessert to share. Play  
Euchre, see if you can be the next Twister champion, 
or enjoy a rollicking game of your choice. It is a great 
night to eat chili and laugh! You won’t want to miss it. 
Sign up in the information center.  

 

 
 

FLC Bowling 
Sunday January 28th, 4pm-6pm 

at Viking Lanes 
 

Need a great idea for something to do on a cold winter 

night?  How about bowling, pizza and spending time 

with lots of cool people? Sign up in the Information 

Center to bowl. $12.00 will cover the cost of everything 

needed to have a great time together including the 

shoe rental! 

Invite a friend or neighbor! 

Movie Night 
FLC Fellowship Hall  
on March 11, 2018 

Movies TBA 
 

Put on your jammies, bring a favorite blankie, 
pillow or stuffed animal. Come to church and 
watch a great movie. Pizza, soda, popcorn  

and treats will be provided.  
Sign up in the  

Information Center. 

Sunday, February 4 
 

On Super Bowl game day, FLC will host a Souper 
Bowl of its own!  To “play,” please bring canned 
goods and place in the marked containers to score  
a “giving to others” touchdown.   
 

The “winners” will be the many families served by 
the Stoughton Food Pantry. If everyone who  
worships brings a can of soup we could provide  
over 400 cans to help feed those in need! 



. 
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Baking... 

And fun! 

Every Lock-In there is a scavenger hunt, where the youth may... 

Sing Christmas Carols... 

Invite someone to take 

a picture with you... 

Take a picture of a 

Christmas tree…. 

& enjoy the lights! 



. 
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A New Year — A New Study 

First Kids Needs Subs! 
We need some great, flexible people who are willing to be “on call” for subbing 
in the children’s education program. No preparation is necessary — there will 
always be materials ready for you! There will be others happy to help you find 
your way. Often there will be a teen helper for you. 
 

You will be appreciated! 
 

Please contact Erlene @ 608-449-6540 (cell) or the church office 873-7761 to 
add your name to this valuable list! 

Start the New Year with a commitment to learning! We begin the study of The Life of Jesus! This great  
curriculum includes special songs and a specific “talk about” video each week. All children age 3 years -  
6th grade are invited to attend either the 8:30 or 10:00 am session of First Kids. The same lessons are 
taught during each time period by our wonderful teachers!   

 

The January themes are: 
 

January  7 - John Baptizes Jesus - The Holy Spirit helps us love others. 
January 14 - Wise Men Worship King Jesus - Jesus is the King. 
January 21 - Simeon and Anna See Jesus - Jesus is God’s Gift 
January 28 - Jesus Speaks with Religious Leaders - Jesus is wise. 

 

A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids is available on the website!  
Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home. 

56er’s  
 

Serving the Church, Learning, and 
Having Fun! 

 

Congratulations to the 56ers for having the best 
attendance this fall. It is so great to see all of 
you here each and every Sunday. Knowing that 
those who are missing are able to keep up with 
the lessons with the take home workbook is  
reassuring, but nothing is as good as seeing 
56ers in church and going to class together. 
They are even learning the books of the New 
Testament! Thanks to all the parents for making 
sure they are here, and a special thanks to the 
Teachers who are working with the 56ers each 
Sunday. What a great group! 

 

Plan to join us for a 56er fun event: 
 

February 11 at the movies  
April 22 at Vitense 

 

Adult Chaperones can sign up to help outside the  
56er room.   

THANK YOU! 
 

The Nativity Pageant was successful and 
fun thanks to many hands. Thanks to all  
the children, teens and adults who were  
involved in the pageant and to the  
parents for bringing the actors to  
rehearsal!  
 

A special thank you to Tricia Nicoll for  
handling the juicy treats during rehearsal.  
Thanks to the office staffer, Carri Case 
for the bulleting production and to our 
Program Assistant, Jane Freck, who 
served as costume and prop wrangler! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjR7sXou4zYAhUn4oMKHQ7oBS8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepptbackgrounds.net%2Ftag%2Fsnow&psig=AOvVaw27qjxs__uKNZlBwKU-6WSF&ust=1513442757717679
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Pancakes at the Parsonage 
8am-9ish Saturday, February 3 
 

What: Breakfast at Pastor Sara’s House 
 Pancakes, Bacon, Eggs,  Cereal, Juice,  
 Milk and Donuts. 
 

Who: Senior High Youth 
 

Where: 116 South Fifth Street 
  - Right by the church 
 

Why: Come and enjoy a  
 good breakfast, relax  
 a little and spend some 
 time together. Time to pray, goof around a 
 little and get off to the days activities. 
 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board.  

 

Youth Choir – 
AKA God’s Cool Youth Choir 

 

What: Youth Choir - singing, friendship 
 and fun! 
When: Afterschool on Wednesdays - we 
 will have snacks from 3:30-3:45 pm 
 and then practice until 4:30 pm 
 

Couldn’t join before?  
Join us as we prepare for Lent. 

 

Contact Director Liz Nelson at 873-3608  
for more information. 
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Youth and Family Ministries 

Lutherdale Camp  
 

Registration forms and brochures for all ages of 

campers grades 1-12 will be coming soon. Plan 

on making a week at Lutherdale a part of your 

summer next year. 
 

Scholarships are available. If you have questions 

about Lutherdale please contact Pastor Sara. 
 

ATTENTION 11th & 12th Graders!! 
SALT - Service and Leadership Training   

 

 Lutherdale has announced that they are launching  

a program for current 11th & 12th graders for the 

2018 summer. It is a two week commitment and  

a great opportunity for students to learn some  

behind the scene training of what it means to  

serve on a summer camp staff. Each week the  

students will live with a cabin group, serve  

alongside that cabin leader as a role model and  

assistant to the life of the cabin.    
 

 Lutherdale will help participants build leadership 

skills, learn about working with children, boost  

their confidence, and grow in their faith while living 

in an intentional Christian Community. The goal is 

that SALT participants will depart from camp as 

stronger, faithful leaders as they go back to their 

homes, schools, churches and communities.  
 

For more info contact 

Pastor Sara and look at 

the Lutherdale website. 

Applications for this  

program are available 

this month and should 

be submitted before 

March 1.  

 

Join the fun by helping others around Stoughton 
and the Madison area by signing up for a local  
Mission For a Day Trip on February 23 from  
noon-7:00 pm. It is a perfect thing to do on a 
half day of school. This is part of confirmation, 
but anyone of any age is invited to attend. 
 

Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board.  

Mission For a Day  

8th Grade Retreat 
January 19, 11:30-4:00 pm 

 

Come join the fun for an afternoon of Fellowship 
and Service! Learn about why these two things 
are so important to faith. Friends are invited. 
Bring treats!   



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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