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January Worship 
 

 

Sunday, January 6 
Epiphany Sunday 

Holy Communion 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, January 13 
Blessing of the Baptized 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir & Alleluia Bells 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, January 20 
Holy Communion 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, January 27 
Sweater/Sweatshirt Sunday 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir  
10:00 am - Celebration & Alleluia Bells 
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Thursday, February 7, 5:00-8:00 pm 
 

Stoughton Area School District will hold an Open House on Thursday, 
February 7 beginning at 5:00 pm. All families in the Stoughton  
community who have children that will be in 4K next year are invited to 
come and tour the facility, meet the teachers and pick up information 
about FLC’s programs. Parents of current 3 year olds will be receiving 
information from the District in the mail.   

 

FL4K is an awesome program for 4 year olds!  2019-20 marks the 
tenth year First Lutheran has worked in conjunction with the Stoughton 
School District to offer hands-on learning, which lays a foundation for 
each student’s future learning. You can register for 4K on February 7 
as well. Chapel time will be an additional choice at no cost to those  
participating. Singing, Bible stories and prayer will be included as part 
of this special time together. 
 

You are invited to check out the FL4K program by looking on the First 
Lutheran website www.flcstoughton.com.  First Lutheran is committed  
to providing a quality program in a great atmosphere for children. If you 
have any questions, feel free to call Judie Lehman at (608) 873-7503. 

The Church Council approved a proposal from the Evangelism Committee for 
the beginning of 2019. The theme of this emphasis is Welcome Back Home - 
Jesus Is Missing You! It will begin on Sunday, January 6 and conclude on 
Sunday, March 3. 
 

During these two months, our pastors will preach on a variety of topics related to 
how FLC is not only our home but could be a home for the unchurched in our 
community. Over 9 weeks, the services will include Faith Talks, skits, videos and 
special music focusing on how we can share our faith with others. 
 

From February 10 - March 3, the sermons will include themes from the movie,  
I Can Only Imagine. The church has purchased this movie and will offer it on 
three separate occasions: 

 Sunday, January 20 @ 2:00 pm  
 Thursday, January 31 @ 7:00 pm  
 Tuesday, February 12 @ 7:00 pm 

 

The movie will be shown in the Fellowship Hall. Free popcorn and beverages will be provided. Everyone is 
invited to see this powerful, faith-based story that is appropriate for middle-school aged children through 
adults. A separate, age-appropriate movie will be shown in the Impact 456 Room for smaller children. 
 

In addition, small groups will be forming to discuss and learn more about the themes portrayed in the movie 
and how they can impact our daily lives. More information will be provided in the new year. If you specific 
questions, please contact Erlene Bishop Killeen in the church office. 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to connect ourselves and others with Jesus Christ! Please read an article 
from our pastors about this emphasis on Page 3. 

A New, Two Month Emphasis For January and February 

Annual  
Meeting 

 

FLC’s Annual Meeting will 
be held on February 3 at 
9:20 am, between the first 
and second services.  
 

The Council has approved 
the following nominations 
for the congregation’s  
consideration at the annual: 
 

Council 3-Year-Terms 
Susan Gimmestad 

Todd Fossum 
Karen Meiers 
Rob Schellin 
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A Few Words From Our Pastors 
Dear Friends of First Lutheran Church, 
 

We write this message to you anticipating a new year of faith at our 
church!  2019 will start a little differently than prior years because the 
landscape of Christianity is changing in our country. Some futurists 
even argue that there is an impending crisis for all churches across the 
nation, but even more for mainline churches like ours. So, we want to 
start 2019 by encouraging our congregation to try something new! 
Here’s why... 
 

A couple of statistics indicate we need to become a more faith-sharing and welcoming church. Consider: 
 

 In 1988, the inception of the ELCA, total membership was 5.2 million. Now, it is around 3.6 million.  
That is a loss of 1.6 million members or over 30% in three decades. FLC has declined a bit as well. 

 

 There used to be over 11,000 ELCA churches. Now, there are around 9,000. (Other mainline 
denominations like Episcopalian, United Church Of Christ, United Methodist, Presbyterian are 
struggling with even greater losses.) Due to membership and giving losses, another 2,000 ELCA 
congregations will not be able to afford full-time ministry, and many will move into multiple-church 
ministries soon. 

 

The story is different for other Christian Churches in the US. Take a look at following 
membership increases experienced by these churches from around 1965 - 2013: 
 

 Church Of God In Christ:    1,194% 
 

 Evangelical Free Church    749% 
 

 Assemblies Of God 430% 
 

 Southern Baptist 46% 
 

These churches are often labeled as “Evangelical” in our culture. They are very concerned about people 
having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. So, they strongly encourage their members to share their 
faith stories as testimonies and participate in adult ministries. Membership is based on this type of 
commitment rather than simply having one’s name on a membership list and worshipping. 
 

We pastors are concerned that many Lutherans have a strong faith but are inhibited about sharing it with 
others. We want to reverse the negative trends by helping our congregation become welcoming, inviting 
and hospitable. Research indicates that this is the best formula for growth! 
 

Towards that end, our Evangelism Committee proposed a two-month emphasis on answering Christ’s call 
to make disciples as Jesus requested in Matthew 28:19-20a. 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

 

The theme for this emphasis is illustrated on the front cover: Welcome Back Home ~ Jesus Is Missing You!  
For more information, please see page 2. 
 

This theme may sound a little strange, especially to those of us who have been active members at FLC. 
But the theme’s name was picked intentionally. The focus is not only for us to be faithful Christians as 
individuals, within our families and church. It is also to invite those who have been absent to return and 
connect with others who have no church home at all. 
 

We hope FLC will be a welcoming home, full of hospitality to everyone who needs the Light that shines in 
the darkness whose birth we celebrated at Christmas! 

 
See you soon in worship,    
  

Pastors Lehman, Ehrets, Halom and Shep 
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Have a prayer request or would like 
your loved one to be listed in this 
section of the newsletter?  
 

Please contact the church office or a 
pastors.   

Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Robert Bickley 
Jim Hanson 
Bill Hause, former FLC custodian 
Lorraine Hawkinson 
Mark Kvalheim, brother of Brian Kvalheim 
Shannon Suty, friend of Cara McElroy 
Bruce Turnbull, friend of the Lushaj family 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Liana Breisinger, mother of Heidi Sehmer 
Haley Denzer 
Dan Fyan, friend of David & Phyllis Leikness 
Dan Gildner, nephew of Peggy Maveus 
Howard Hanson, father of Carri Case 
Chris Kahl, sister of Sue Towne and aunt of 

Amy Steinmetz 
Marv Klitzke 
Dick Mullen 
David Norman, friend of the Beattys 
Sonjia Olstad 
Hannah Sargent, niece of Peggy Maveus 

Congratulations to… 
 

Joshua & Nicole Woodstock, on the recent 
baptism of their daughter Avah James 
Woodstock. 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Dale Alme 
Arlene Bickley 
Rodger Hansen 
David Hermanson 
Ken Kluever, Sr 
Janice Rahn 
Bob Ristau 
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Next meeting: 

Thursday, January 3 ~ 6:30 -8:00 pm 

in the Art Room 
 

 

FLC Dartball  
Monday Nights at 7:00 pm 

Upcoming Matches: 
    January 7 @ FLC 
   14 @ Oregon HMC Catholic 
  21 @ FLC 
  28 @ Cooksville Lutheran 
  February 4 @ FLC 
  25  Banquet at Oregon HMC Catholic  
  hosted by FLC 

Thinking Ahead: Lenten Suppers 
 

Lent and Easter will be here before you know it! 
In fact, Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, March 
6th. As we plan for this season we will be  
looking for meal leaders for each Wednesday 
night of Lent. If you are willing to help out with 
this, please contact the church office. 

Lent 
Plan on staying after church on 
Sunday, February 17th for a 
Potluck with the church family. 

 
Don’t miss it! 
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, January 8 at 7:15 pm. The 
book to be discussed is Art Forger by 
Barbara Shapiro. 
 
 
 

The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet 
on January 17 at 10:00 am in FLC’s 
Library. This month the book 
discussion will be on The Address by 
Fiona Davis. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries  

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
January 14 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Soul Sisters  
 

Why do you think Jesus asks us to start loving  
others by first loving our neighbors? Who are our 
neighbors?   

Soul Sisters will explore this topic 
on January 21 at in the Fireside 
Room from 10:00-11:45 am when 
we start our new series by Bob Goff 
called Everybody Always which 
concentrates on how we are to use 
love in a world full of setbacks and 
difficult people.   
 

Guests and new members are  
always welcome. 

 

Quilting Season Begins!   

Come and join this group of industrious women to 
create quilts that are then donated to organizations 
serving those in need. Quilting begins 
Monday, January 7 and continues  
until Easter. They work each Monday 
from 8:30 am until noon.  

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, January 8 at  
11:00 am at the VFW. Marion Heggestad is the 
hostess. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, January 15  
at 6:30 pm at Sunrise Restaurant. 

MSG - Monday Small Group 
Adding a Little Salt to your Life! 
 

January 14– Feb. 4  from 7:00-8:30 pm  
 

New Series!   Named: God’s Prophets  
 

God’s prophets are his voice to 
the people. The prophets in this 
book are men who delivered 
difficult messages to corrupted 
kings, oppressive leadership, 
close friends, and their own 
people about drought,  
destruction, and the removal of 
God’ s hand. They also were 
the voice of God’s compassion, care, and  
protection when God’s people were focused on 
him. Explore Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and more.   
This study tells the story of people from Scripture 
through a new lens exploring the mystery of faith 
with a literary touch. Become acquainted with  
the people God identified in a story as particular  
as you. 
 

It is a great time to join this group.  
 

Sign up in the Information Center or e-mail Pastor 
Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com to join this 
small group. Children can play in the Nursery while 
we meet in the Library.  

Adult Sunday Class Resumes 
 

On Sunday, January 6, Adult Bible Study will return 
at 10:00 am. Pastor Shep will lead a study of the 
book of Hebrews and the study of personal faith as 
the confident reliance on the word and promise of 
God’s grace and certainty. It connects the Old  
Testament with the New and introduces us to some 
of the key people of the faith as incentives to us to 
persevere and find joy in the salvation offered us 
by Jesus Christ.   

Women Bible Study 
  

The group meets the last Monday of 
each month at 7:00 pm. Join the 
group on January 28 as they  
discuss Ray Vander Laan’s A Clash 
of the Kingdoms. Discover how 
Paul communicated the Good News 
of Christ to Philippi, a Roman colony 
that worshipped false gods. Can you live the  
message as Paul did? Ray Vander Laan takes a 
deeper look into the culture of ancient Philippi.  
 

If you have any questions, please see Pastor Sara. 
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Sunday, February 3 
 

Each year First Lutheran collects canned goods to 
donate to the Stoughton Food Pantry in the weeks 
before the Big Game. Did you know that the 
‘Souper Bowl of Caring’ was originally founded by  
a church youth group almost 30 years ago? The 
movement has since expanded and is fueled by 
those coming together to worship and make a  
difference in their community. We hope that you 
will take some time to cheer your favorite team by  
donating non-perishable food items. 6 | First Edition · First Lutheran Church 

When it’s COLD outside, there’s 
nothing better than a nice hot 
bowl of chili...unless it’s chili with 

friends and games! So, on Sunday, March 10, plan 
on coming back to FLC after church for some  
dinner and FUN!   
 

Plan on bringing either your favorite chili, a side 
dish or dessert to share. Bring your favorite game 
or learn something new! Card 
games, board games, interactive 
games...all are welcome!  
 

Sign up at the Information Center. 

FLC Bowling 
Sunday January 27th, 4pm-6pm 

at Viking Lanes 
 

Looking for something family friendly and fun to do on 

a cold night in January? How about FLC’s Bowling 

Open House at Viking Lanes! $13.00 will cover the 

price of bowling, pizza and shoe rental.  
 

Sign up in the Information Center 

to save your spot. This would  

be a great event to introduce  

your friends and neighbors to  

First Lutheran! 
 Chili and Game Night 
   Sunday, March 10 at 4:00 pm 
       in FLC Fellowship Hall 

Baby Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generous donations 
to the Baby Basket Ministry! Your love for new 
mothers and babies is evident through your gifts!  
 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine,  

you did for me.”       ~ Matthew 25:40. 
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Prizes awarded for: 
 

 Youth Singles and Doubles: 
 11 and under and 12 and up 
 Adult Singles and Doubles 
 Parent and Youth Doubles 
 FLC Youth 18 or under who beat  

Pastor Lehman; if you beat him, he will 
give you a $25 gift certificate. 

 

Don’t want to compete? Enjoy Chinese Ping 
Pong or just a friendly game. Sign up in the 
information center. 
 

Pizza, popcorn and soda will be provided - 
bring a fun treat to share!  

 

Everyone, of any age, is welcome! 

 

Sunday, January 6 
4:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 

Come to the 8th Annual  
Ping Pong Tournament in  

Fellowship Hall. There will be  
3 tables set up and ready for  
singles, doubles and Chinese  
ping pong. Winners will have  

their photo taken with  
the golden paddle!   

 

Ping Pong Tournament 
 & Fun Play 
For All Ages!! 

The Great Turkey Giveaway 
The Great Turkey Giveaway 2018 was a huge  
success! A total of 81 turkeys were donated by FLC 
members. THANK YOU! On Sunday, November 18, 
fifteen groups delivered meals to families all over 
the Stoughton area. Sixty-five families benefitted 
from your generosity!  They each received a turkey, 
potatoes, cranberry sauce, stuffing mix and a  
pumpkin pie. The remaining 16 turkeys were  
distributed to families in need in surrounding areas.   

Many thanks to Kathy Lyons and the Soul Sisters 
who prepared the boxes and donated the side  
dishes. Thanks also to the Impact 456 who helped 
pack the boxes on Sunday morning. Last but not 
least, thank you to the groups who delivered the 
meals; we appreciate you! 
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Love Stoughton Area  
 

Did you know that as a church member, there are two ways that you can benefit from the Love Stough-
ton Area Ministry? You can help out with projects as you are able AND you can be the recipient of help. 
I understand that we like to be on the giving side of things, but there are times when we may need to  
be on the receiving side. And sometimes it can be hard to ask for help.  
 

Honestly, I once was in that place. When my family lost our home in 2005, I found it difficult to  
receive the overwhelming gifts of generosity from the Stoughton Community. What I didn’t  
understand then was this: As much as I was being blessed by the receiving, the giver was  
being blessed by the giving. If I chose to not receive the gift, I was actually stealing joy  
from them.  
 

First Lutheran Church has many members who are willing to give help to  
anyone who needs it; both within the church and outside. So, please let me  
know if you are needing help this year. Fill out a project request form...for  
yourself or for some one else. Brochures are at the Information Center or  
you can fil out a form online, www.flcstoughton.com. 
 

For more details contact me, Valerie Fisher, at (608) 205-7843  
or the church office. 
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THANK YOU! 
 

The Nativity Pageant was successful 
and fun thanks to many hands. 

Thanks to all the children, teens and 
adults who were involved in the  
pageant and to the parents for  

bringing the actors to rehearsal!  
 

A special thank you to all who helped 
in many way: costume helpers, treat 
providers, kid wranglers, musicians 
and leaders all! You are awesome!   

 

Little Lambs Play Group 
New informal playtime group for children  
under 5 and their caregivers. Let kids  
have a little free play while the caregivers 
watch and provide support for each other.  
 

This group will meet in the church’s Nursery from  
8:30 - 10:30 am on Tuesday mornings each week! .  
Join in the fun, bring a friend!  
 

Contact Jennifer Seehaver with questions  
or for more Information  (262) 573-3949 

 All the First Kids are invited  
to bring a canned food item or two  

to contribute on February 3.  
 

The kids will be learning that there are people in 
Stoughton that might not have enough food to eat 
and that we are called by God to help. They can 

bring the items with them to class.  

Souper Bowl 

Sunday 

In a world where you can be anything…     

                   Be Kind 
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January 6 Giving of the Law ~ Exodus 19-31 
 Talking Point: Talk about the laws/rules in your life and why they are important. 
 

January 13: Israel’s Idolatry ~ Exodus 32-34 
 Talking Point: What are some things that we might make more important in our lives than God? 
 

January 20: Building the Tabernacle ~ Exodus and Leviticus 
 Talking and Doing Point: How do different parts of worship help you to focus on faith?  
     This might be the Sunday to go to worship and Sunday School! 
 

January 27: Departure from Mount Sinai ~ Numbers 1-12  
 Talking Point: How do you prepare for times in the wilderness? Talk about what wilderness times   
       might look like – struggle, dealing with death etc. 
 

February 3: The Spies Explore Canaan ~ Numbers 13-13  
Talking Point: Why is it so difficult to trust? What are things you as a family can do to build trust  
          with God?    

First Kids will begin again on Sunday, January 6 in our new set of lessons in Dig In: the Life of Jesus!  
The Kids will be learning about Jesus and how he has power over death, how he deserves our thanks 

and praise, how he blesses the children, and how he hears us when we call!  
 

They will also learn through games and projects how great things can be accomplished  
through our relationship with Jesus! 

Youth Sunday 

Greening of the Church  

IMPACT 456 
continues to study the Old Testament into the new year. 
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Mission for a Day 
 

Join the fun by helping others around Stoughton 
and the Madison area by signing up for a local 
Mission For a Day Trip on January 18 from  
noon-6:00 pm. It is a perfect thing to do on a half 
day of school. This is part of confirmation, but 
anyone of any age is invited to attend. 
 

Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board.  
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Youth and Family Ministries 

Lutherdale Camp  
 

Registration forms and brochures for all ages of 

campers grades 1-12 will be coming soon. Plan 

on making a week at Lutherdale a part of your  

summer next year. 
 

Scholarships are available. If you have questions 

about Lutherdale please contact Pastor Sara. 

 
ATTENTION 11th & 12th Graders!! 

 

SALT - Service and Leadership Training   
 

Lutherdale has announced that they are launching  

a program for current 11th & 12th graders for the 

2019 summer. It is a two week commitment and  

a great opportunity for students to learn some  

behind the scene training of what it means to  

serve on a summer camp staff. Each week the  

students will live with a cabin group, and serve 

alongside that cabin leader as a role model and  

assistant to the life of the cabin.    
 

Lutherdale will help participants build leadership 

skills, learn about working with children, boost  

their confidence, and grow in their faith while living 

in an intentional Christian Community. The goal is 

that SALT participants will depart from camp as 

stronger, faithful leaders as they go back to their 

homes, schools, churches and communities.  
 

For more info contact 

Pastor Sara and look at 

the Lutherdale website. 

Applications for this  

program will be available 

in early January and 

should be submitted  

before March 1. 

7th & 8th Grade Retreat 
 

Feb. 21 11:30-4:00 pm 
 

 

Come join the fun for an afternoon  
of Fellowship and Service! Learn  

 about why these two things are  
so important to faith.  
 

Friends are invited. Bring treats!   
 

Prayers from the Confirmands 

Senior High Youth Group 
 

Come Bowling this month  
on January 27  

from 4-6 pm at Viking Lanes with FLC! 
Bring Friends or come with your family!  

Sign up in the info center.    
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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