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Thanksgiving 

Service 

Wednesday,  

November 22  

at 7:00 pm 

with Pie Fest  

to follow, 

around 7:50 pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

November Worship 
 

Sunday, November 5  
Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir  
10:00 am - Celebration 
12:00 pm - New Member Orientation 
 

 

Sunday, November 12 
Thank You Sunday 
First Kids Sing 
  8:30 am - Alleluia Bells & FLC Choir 
10:30 am - God’s Cool Youth Choir/ 
      New Members Received 
 

Sunday, November 19 
Intinction Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Wednesday, November 22 
Thanksgiving Service & Pie Fest 
    7:00 pm - Worship 
 

Sunday, November 26 

Greening of the Church 
  at both 8:30 & 10:00 am 
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Give Thanks  
to the Lord, for he is good;  
his love endures forever.  

~ 1 Chronicles 16:34.  
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Shuki-Ki Wong (Suki) has joined the FLC staff as the pianist for the praise band at the  
second service and will periodically play on other occasions like Thanksgiving Eve.  

Please join as we welcome her to First Lutheran. 

 

Hi! My name is Suki Wong and I am excited to be part of First Lutheran Church as the  

pianist at the Celebration service. I look forward to working with all of you at FLC and serve 

God with music! 
 

I moved to Madison in 2015 to pursue my doctoral studies in 

piano at UW-Madison after completing my master degree in 

Australia. It has been a long journey for me to get to know 

God and search for the direction in life. As an international 

student, it is never easy for me to live abroad alone,  

especially when my family is far away from me - I need to be 

strong, handle different life situations and solve problems by 

myself. However, I am blessed to have lots of supportive  

people in my life who showed me the love of God, and their 

love and care have strengthen myself in many ways. God has 

shown me His unconditional love through my ups and downs in 

life, and there were countless blessings from God when I 

looked back on my life.  
 

As I experience the love of God and His blessings, I have  

always been searching for opportunities to serve God with my 

skills and contribute to the community. I am happy to land the 

job as the pianist to give back to the community, work with FLC staff and connect with  

people in Stoughton!  

Welcome Shuk-Ki Wong, 
the newest member of the FLC Staff! 
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New location for Baby Baskets! 
All material is now located in one room with a work 
space. The baby basket material is no longer in the Pie 
Room but now can be found in the Social Ministries Work 
Room. This is located across from the Choir Room. 

Kitchen closet is now  
fully labeled, stocked  
and organized! 
 

Everything is in one  
place! 



. 

 
 

At its October meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 

 Approved a list of youth to affirm their baptisms 
on Reformation Sunday. 

 

 Updated FLC’s Investment Policy related to 
minimum cash levels for each fund. 

 

 Learned that the Love Stoughton Area 
Committee has received additional requests 
for future projects. 

 

 Approved an investment strategy recommended 
by the Finance Committee for FLC’s 
Operating Fund. 

 

 Requested that the Finance Committee submit 
an implementation plan to the Council that  
provides the details for the recommended 
investment strategy that was approved by 
Council. 

 

 Received favorable reports 
about giving to the General 
Fund and the Follow Your 
Heart Appeal. 

 

 Learned that the church had 
received a proposal to conduct 
phase 2 of the Energy Upgrade Project that will 
be funded by appeal gifts.  

 

 Learned that 30 people had signed up to serve  
in the Food For Kidz event. 

 

 Received a report from the Stewardship 
Committee that plans for Thank You Sunday 
were in place and the group was evaluating the 
effectiveness of online giving via FLC’s website. 

I have always loved Thanksgiving.  
As a boy, it included time off from 
school, meals at my grandparents’ 
farm, hunting rabbits and pheasants 
in the snow and sleeping late into 
the morning on the Friday after. Of 
course, Thanksgiving was more 
than that. 
 

The songs in worship during this time of year were 
often about thanking God for the gift of creation 
and harvesting crops. That was important to me 
because all of my paid jobs when I was an 
adolescent were related to 
agriculture: walking beans, 
detassling corn, working for a  
seed company and building grain 
bins.  Everything was ultimately 
about harvesting and storing 
crops. 
 

That theme continues to this day. Consider the 
Thanksgiving hymn, Sing To The Lord Of Harvest. 
It combines gratitude for the Creator who sustains 
physical life with appreciation for the Savior who 
gives eternal life.  
 

Bring to this sacred altar 
The gifts his goodness gave 
The golden sheaves of harvest 
The souls Christ dies to save 
Your hearts lay down before him 
When at his feet you fall 
And with you lives adore him 
Who gave his life for all. Green LBW #412 

 
Upon reflection, a Christian life needs to include 
thankfulness. It is a sense of gratitude not only for 
life itself, but everything else that goes with it. 
 

Yes, I said everything. That includes the good and 
bad, the easy and hard, the joyful and sorrowful, 
the sinful and forgiven. God promises to be 
involved in every aspect of our lives.    
 

A thankful heart realizes this truth even in the 
midst of the routine or extreme, overwhelmed or 
bored, frustrated or contented. It is always true. 
 

May God bless us this Thanksgiving in ways we 
can not yet imagine...and may we be grateful to 
recognize and receive those blessings! 

 
 Pastor Lehman 

Interested in serving on FLC’s Church Council?  
Please talk with Pastor Lehman.  

New terms begin at the end of January in 2018. 

Wednesday, November 22  
at 7:00 pm 

(a 45 minutes service.) 

Pie Fest to follow in Fellowship Hall.  
   

Pastor Shep will be preaching. 
Shuk-Ki Wong will be the musician. 
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Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Alex Hembrook 
Vern Pieper 
Lorenz Rusert, relative of Carri Case 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich 
John Bradford, husband of Robin Bradford 
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt 
Cheree Jenson, niece of Linda Milam 
Jennie Lien, friend of Phyllis Leikness 
Charles Lyke 
Natasha Radecke, sister of Chad Radecke 
Pastor John Shep 
Cullen Steele, grandson of Naomi and Ron 

Steele 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Congratulations to… 
 

Andrew and Maria Femrite on the recent birth 
of their daughter, Scarlett. 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Barbara Bronte 
Maria Johnson 
Clarice Lyke 
Larry Lynch 
Arlene Minor 
Betty Smith, mother of Ginnie Newkirk 
Lenore Stai 
Marno Stellmacher 
 

Have a prayer request or would like your loved one  
to be listed in this section of the newsletter?  
 

Please contact the church office or a pastors.   
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Special Prayers for our  
members in the service,  
especially those recently  
deployed: 

 

Tom Murray 
Lisa Rooney 

Exciting Adult Study -  
10:00 am on Sunday Mornings  
 

In November, a new sharing of adventures, stories, 
and discussions begins with Sid Boersma covering  
the book of Galatians. Through this book, Paul 
states that because we are justified by grace 
through faith, we have spiritual freedom.  
 

There is a seat waiting for you in this group! 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries 

Dartball in November: 
 

All games are held on Monday nights at 7:00 pm 
 

November 6: No Game 

November 13:  At Oregon HMC Catholic 

November 20: No game 

November 27:  At Oregon St John’s Lutheran 

 

If you are interested in playing, 
please contact Jeremy Eppler  
or the church office for more  
information. 

Coming in January, 2018: 
Fearless Conversations of Faith and Life 

 

Small Group conversations from  
Matthew and Luke to address questions like: 

 

 Why did God come as a baby? 

 Can we really beat temptation? 

 What does it really mean to follow Jesus? 

 Why did Jesus tell such confusing stories? 

 Was Jesus racist, sexist - or both? 

 What if God wants more than I want to give? 

 Did God really disown Jesus on the cross? 

 How can I know Jesus is really alive today? 



. 
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Soul Sisters  
 

Soul Sisters will meet on Monday, November 20 
from 10:00-11:45 am in the Fireside Room. With 
the recent tragedy and painful 
realities of human loss in  
Las Vegas, we will address  
our theme of "From Despair  
to Faith" being mindful of life  
realities. Our lesson from the  
series The Storm Inside by  
Sheila Walsh will provide  
biblical support of comfort  
when we have no answers to such rage.  
 

Guests and new members are welcome!  

 

Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, November 14 at 7:15 pm 
in the Library. The book to be 
discussed is A Man Named Ove by 
Fredrik Backman. 

 
The Selah (Daytime) Group will 
meet on the third Thursday  
of each month at 10:00 am at 
Milestone Senior Living. This 
month, on November 16, the book 
discussion will be on Wait Till Next 
Year by Doris Kearns. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries continued 

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
November 13 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Circle 3 meets at 11:00 am 
on Tuesday, November 14 at  
Vennevoll Club House. Marion 
Heggestad is the hostess. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on 
Tuesday, November 14 at  
7:00 pm at Sue Albright’s. 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s Bible Study 
  

The women’s Bible Study will 
meet on Monday, November 27  
at 7:00 pm. The book they will be 
using is The Case for Christ by 
Lee Strobel.  
 

If you are interested in joining the 
discussion or need materials 
please contact the office. 
 

Guests are always welcome. If you have any  
questions, please see Pastor Sara. 

The Great Turkey Giveaway! 
 

Once again, FLC will sponsor the collection and 
delivery of Thanksgiving boxes to those in need. 
Special gifts have been received to purchase side 
dishes like pumpkin pie, potatoes and cranberry 
sauce. The names of recipients will be provided by 
the Stoughton School District and other sources. 
 

How can you participate? 
 

 Drop off a turkey at the church in the kitchen 
refrigerator by Sunday, November 19 at noon. 

 

 Call the church office to help deliver the 
Thanksgiving boxes starting at noon on 
Sunday, November 19. 

 

This is a wonderful way to say 
thank you to God for your 
blessings by providing a meal 
for those who would otherwise 
not be able to celebrate a 
Thanksgiving meal!  

College Students  
or Military Members 
Home for the  
Holidays! 
 

College students who will be 
home over Christmas 

. 
 

Pastor Sara will be contacting people soon to be  
a part of the service. If you know you would like to  
do a Bible Reading, sing or play an instrument  
you are invited to e-mail Pastor Sara at  
pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. 

Thank You Sunday, November 12 
 

It is our opportunity to thank God for all of our  

blessings by promising to support Christ’s ministries 

through FLC next year. 
 

Worship Services will be  

at  8:30 and 10:30 am. 
 



. 
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During the month of November there will be many exciting opportunities for congregational 
members to engage the issue of hunger in the world and in the local community.   

 

 Learn about hunger in the world and how individuals can help through brochures and displays. 
 

 Give through a special offering to ELCA World Hunger. 
 

 Pray for the hungry in the world and our communities. 
 

 Help  
 

 Donate to the Stoughton Food pantry! The goal is to have 600 food items by Thanksgiving - 
one item for each household at First Lutheran. 
 

 Donate a turkey to help a needy family in Stoughton. We will once again be collecting 
    turkeys to be delivered the Sunday before Thanksgiving. Our goal this year is 40 turkeys.     
    Delivery help is also needed. 

 

 Worship Thanksgiving Eve, November 22 at 7:00 pm at First Lutheran Church.  

Culminate the month of hunger awareness by giving thanks. Members are also encouraged 
that evening to bring an item to donate to the Stoughton Food Pantry. We will follow our  
wonderful evening worship with a Pie Fest in Fellowship Hall. It is a chance to gather with 
church family at thanksgiving and enjoy one another’s company.    

Love Stoughton Area  
Upcoming Project: 

  

Creating an outdoor classroom for the students at  
Sandhill Elementary School 

 

Date & Time:  Saturday, November 4th, 8-noon 
 

We will be landscaping an area and covering it with mulch. 
 
In the new year: 
 

We have potential projects lined up with the Stoughton 
Library and the Stoughton Food Pantry.  
 

Stay tuned! 

November is FLC’s Hunger Awareness Month 

FLC members helped with the Food for 
Kidz program on Saturday, October 21. 
This event was held at Stoughton’s  
Fire Department. 



. 
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My help comes from the Lord 
The Maker of heaven and earth 

 

The Lord will keep you from all harm 
He will keep watch over your life; 

The lord will keep watch over your coming and going 
Both now and evermore. 

~ Psalm 121: 2,7,8 
 
My Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

What a year it has been. It started with the death of my father twelve months ago and ended with  
my mother and brother’s family in the path of Irma in Florida two weeks ago. In between, Naomi  
underwent two surgeries and my diagnosis and treatment for cancer. My last chemotherapy was  
August 4 and last radiation was September 26. My latest CT-Scan and MRI show no sign of cancer 
for which I am truly thankful. My treatment was a little like how we Lutherans understand salvation.  
It is not what we do that saves our life. We do nothing. We are completely passive and someone 
else does all the work. Cancer, like sin, must be overcome and destroyed. It cannot be merely  
contained. My doctors spent many long years studying so that they may apply their knowledge  
toward the goal of saving cancer stricken lives. What I consider the greatest hymn to be written,  
Martin Luther presents what God does through Christ in order to save us. The hymn, “Dear  
Christians One and All Rejoice” presents the Gospel in all truth and purity: 
 

The Son obeyed His Father’s will, was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my Brother. 
His royal pow'r disguised He bore; a servant's form, like mine, He wore 
To lead the devil captive. 
 

To me He said: "Stay close to Me, I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I Myself will be; for you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, and you are Mine, and where I am you may remain; 
The foe shall not divide us. 
 

"Though he will shed My precious blood, Me of My life bereaving, 
All this I suffer for your good; be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict'ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin, 
And you are blest forever. 
Hymn 299: 6-8 LBW 

 
Thank you dear friends for all the prayers raised to heaven on our behalf, the many cards and  
letters, and phone calls and the great food that came our way. This thank you letter is but a humble 
and joyful acknowledgment that First Lutheran Church is a truly loving and caring congregation.   
 

Therefore, my hope is in the Lord, and not in mine own merit; 
It rests upon His faithful word to them of contrite spirit. 
That He is merciful and just, this is my comfort and my trust, 
His help I wait with patience. 
“Out of the depths I Cry to Thee” by Martin Luther 
Lutheran Hymnary, Hymn 273:3 
 

A Blessed 500th Anniversary of the Reformation! 
 

John and Naomi Shep 
 



. 
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The following young people received their Bibles on October 29th, Reformation Sunday:  
 
 

 
 
 
   
We give our young readers a Bible on Reformation Day because Martin Luther changed the church  
and the whole world by encouraging people to read the Bible for themselves and not to just let other  
people tell you what it says. Luther said: “ The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet,  
it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”    
 

The Bible is God’s Word. It is the Story of God and God’s people. As we read it and interact with the  
stories the Holy Spirit moves in our lives. The Word of God grounds us, which is why we listen to it in  
worship each week and engage it in our small groups so we are able to apply the Bible to our lives. 
 

A couple of ideas for families and friends: 
 

 Share your favorite Bible verse with each other. Highlight or underline it in your child/friends Bible  
 and sign it. Tell them why you like that verse. Every time you look in your Bible you will be reminded  
 of that person and their faith. 
 

 Pick a Bible Verse a day to look up in your Bible. Share highs and lows together and talk about how 
 your highs and lows relate to that Bible verse. Pray together. 
 

 Look up some Bible games on the internet and play them together.  
 

  Share your favorite stories and perform a puppet show or and a play based on that story. 

Jordyn Jeannette Bradford 
Andrew Scott Case 
Brenna Clark 
Rebekah Ann Ehle 
Bryce Domenick Gray 
Riley Hansen 

Wyatt Hesse 
Konnor Klassy 
Elizabeth Ann Klitzke 
Adam Christopher Kman 
Arianna Mary Lushaj 
Marcus Sandsnes 

Martin 
Luther 
and Me! 



. 
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56er’s October Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plan to join us for other 
fun 56er events: 
 

February 11 at the movies  
April 22 at Vitense 

 

Adult Chaperones can sign up to help outside the  
56er room.   

In November, the First Kids’ program will be FRIEND ME: Being a Good Friend—God’s Way!  
The focus will be on putting our faith into action through friendship with all of God’s people. 
Parents will receive follow-up e-mails with Bible verses that relate to the theme each week so 
that the family can focus on God’s message for us in our relationship with others. 
All children age 3 years - 6th grade are invited to attend either the 8:30 or 10:00 session of 
First Kids. The same lessons are taught during each time period by our wonderful teachers! 
 
 

The November themes are: 
 

November 5 - Accepting Others - We are called to treat others with respect. 
November 12 - Helping Others - Using our gifts to help others brings glory to God. 
November 19 - Love Your Enemies - Jesus calls us to treat our enemies with love & kindness. 
November 26 - Do Not Judge Others - Jesus calls us to not judge others. 
 

November 12th is Thank You Sunday and the First Kids sing the song, Thankful.  
November 26th is the Greening of the Church and the First Kids will share in part 
of the service and offer the song Everlasting God.   
 

A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids is available on the website!  
Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home. 

Christian Friendship is First Kids Focus  

Sunday, 
December 31  

10:00 am service. 
 

Watch for the sign up! 
There will be parts for children and adults! 



. 
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Youth Serving  
Thank You Sunday Brunch! 
Sunday, November 12 
 

The Confirmation students and Youth  
Committee will head up the breakfast that has 
become a tradition at FLC on Thank You 
Sunday.   
Everyone’s participation is vital to its success! 
 

This year, the Celebration Brunches will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 12. All Confirmation  
students (7th through 9th grade) are asked to 
participate. Watch for more information and 
scheduling arriving in the mail soon! 

 
Lutherdale Camp  
 

Sixth Graders will soon be receiving  
registration information about Confirmation 
Camp which takes place June 17-22. This is  
a great way to begin the Confirmation  
experience.   
 

Registration forms and 
brochures for all ages  
of campers grades 1-12 
will be coming soon.   
Plan on making a week 
at Lutherdale a part of  
your summer next year. 
 

Scholarships are available.  
 

If you have questions about Lutherdale please 
contact Pastor Sara. 

Youth and Family Ministries 

Pancakes at the Parsonage 
8am-9ish Saturday,  
November 18 
 

What: Breakfast at  
Pastor Sara’s House 

 Pancakes, Bacon,  
Scrambled eggs, Juice, Milk and Donuts. 

 

Who: Senior High Youth 
 

Where: 116 South Fifth Street - Right by the church 
 

Why: Come and enjoy a good breakfast, relax a 
little and spend some time together. Time 
to pray, goof around a little and get off to 
the days activities. 

 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board.  

Affirmation of Baptism 
October 29 

The following students affirmed their baptism 
on October 29th. Please pray for them as they 
move more deeply into their faith life: 

Senior  and Junior High 
Youth Group 

 

What:  A group just for Senior High Youth 
 filled with fun, faith and growth!    
 

When:  Nov. 5th after 2nd service. 
 

Where:  Laser Tag at Ultra Zone—Sign up on 
 the youth bulletin board. Pizza lunch 
 before we leave.   
 

Who: Youth in grades 6  -12   
 

Cost:    $20 a person 
 

Bring Friends ! 

Youth Worship  
December 10 
 

Calling all Youth! Readers, Musicians, Greeters,  

Artists and Bakers.    
 

The youth of FLC are going to help out at worship 
on Sunday, December 10.   
 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board if you can help.   

Maria Buckles 
Jacob Ferguson 
Thomas Gilbert 
Cody Juderjahn 
Claire Klug 
Brita Moe 
Anja Nygaard 
Molly Olstad 
Henry Schaffer  

Morgan Schellin 
Paige Schuttemeier 
Abbi Seffens 
Luke Spilde 
Grant Smith 
Noah Sylte 
Micah Zaemisch 
Quinn Ziemann  



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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sing praise to him;  

tell of all his wonderful acts. 

~ Psalm 105:2  

http://biblehub.com/psalms/105-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/105-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/105-2.htm

