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December Worship 
 

Sunday, December 3 
Holy Communion 
 8:30 am - FLC Choir 
 10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, December 10 
Youth Sunday 
Intinction Holy Communion 
First Kids & God’s Cool Youth Choir  
sing at both services, 8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

Sunday, December 17 
Choir Festival 
FLC Choir/Alleluia Bells offer  
Christmas anthems at both services,  
8:30 & 10:00 am 
 

Sunday, December 24 
 9:30 am - Traditional, Advent 4 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 3:00 pm  - Family Worship with  
    First Kids &  
    Celebration Group 

   4:30 pm  - Family Worship with 
  Celebration Group 
   6:30 pm  - Candlelight Worship with  
    Communion & Special Music 
 10:00 pm  - Candlelight Worship with  
    Communion/FLC Choir 
    & Alleluia Bells 
 

Sunday, December 31 
  8:30 am - Lessons & Carols 
10:00 am - Nativity Pageant 
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Love Stoughton Area 
FLC members created an outdoor classroom for the students at  

Sandhill Elementary School. 

 

First Lutheran’s 2017 Confirmation Class 

In the new year: 
 

We have potential projects lined up with the 
Stoughton Library and the Stoughton Food Pantry.  
 

Stay tuned! 



. 

 
 

At its November meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 

 Learned that Heather Beckstrom has become 
the chair of the Social Ministry Committee. 

 

 Expressed thanks to everyone who made 
Thank You Sunday such a good event. Over 
70 volunteers were involved with the brunch. 

 

 Considered a draft of the 2018 Budget. 
 

 Heard favorable reports about General Fund 
and Appeal Giving. 

 

 Celebrated the completion of the 
third Love Stoughton Area project 
at Sandhill Grade School. It was a 
landscaping project to create an 
outdoor classroom for environmental studies. 

 

 Approved a recommendation to invest FLC 
money in CD’s and a bond fund. 

 

 Received a report that 25 youth and adults got 
together to brainstorm ideas for FLC family 
activities. 

 

 Learned that Pastor Sara was hosting a 
breakfast for high school youth at the 
parsonage.  

 

 Expressed appreciation for all of the donors and 
drivers for the Great Turkey Giveaway that 
benefits Stoughton Area School District and 
FLC families. 

 

 Celebrated the addition of 10 new households 
to FLC’s membership. (Please see page 6 & 7) 

 

 Learned that 28 kids played laser tag and 20 
middle school kids participated in a lock-in at 
the church. Friends of FLC youth were invited to 
both. 

“’Wait on the Lord’ is a constant 
refrain in the Psalms, and it is a 
necessary word, for God often 
keeps us waiting.  
 

God is not in such a hurry as we 
are, and it is not his way to give 
more light on the future than we  
need for action in the present, or to 
guide us more than one step at a time.  
 

When in doubt, do nothing, but continue to wait on 
God. When action is needed, light will come.”  
 

 ~ J.I. Packer, Knowing God  
 
Do you like the season of Advent? During this time 
we are reminded to wait vigilantly for the birth of 
Christ at Christmas, and in parallel to wait for God 
to be revealed in our lives, too. Yikes! 
 
As a little boy, I was always ready to do 
something: visit my grandparents, play 
outside, start a game, watch my favorite TV show, 
open Christmas gifts early...you get the idea.   
 
Later when I built grain bins, the favorite phrase of 
my boss was, “tempus fugit”, Latin for time flees.    
There’s no waiting to do if you can be working 
while the sun is shining. 
 
Plus, Operations MBA’s are taught that waiting is 
bad business. Everything is supposed to be just in 
time. Delay something until tomorrow means 
losing to the competition, so get things done now. 
 
But the truth is that we wait a lot: for 
birthdays, holidays, vacations or 
celebrations; for grades on school 
tests, stoplights, medical test results, 
the internet to boot up, etc. 
 
That’s just the way life is. As one of my former 
mentors used to say, “You can’t make turnips 
grow by pulling on them.” Then there’s the saying, 
“Babies will be born when they’re good and 
ready.” Hmmm. 
 
God came in Christ “at the right time” states the 
Bible. The world had to wait for Jesus. So, Advent 
teaches us to wait vigilantly, like it or not! 
 
Waiting for Christmas with you,  
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“Did you have to wait for Christmas  
this long too?” 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1145220.J_I_Packer
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/276686
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Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

William Buss, son-in-law of Jackie Kittelson 
Betty Smith, mother of Ginny Newkirk 
Jim Staadenmaier, friend of Pastor Sara 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Irene Anderson, mother of Leland Anderson 
Dan Bjordahl, family of Chris & Ann Bjordahl 
Susie Bohart, friend of Jeanne Gilbertson 
Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich 
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt 
Cheree Jenson, niece of Linda Milam 
Bob Leonard, father of Gaye Lehman 
Jennie Lien, friend of Phyllis Leikness 
Larry McLawhorn, friend of Kevin Klug 
Dusty Miller, friend of Cally Ehle 
Lowell & Joy Pals, friends of Sue Tarpinian 
Natasha Radecke, sister of Chad Radecke 
Phyllis Schoa, friend of Connor Lyons 
Cullen Steele, grandson of Naomi and Ron 

Steele 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Congratulations to… 
 

Tyler and Andrea DeNure on the recent 
Baptism of their son, Louie James. 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Judy Casey 
Jeff Loomis 
Charles Lyke 
Ardys Pfundheller 
Doug Pfundheller 
Shirley Ramsden 

Have a prayer request or would like your loved 
one to be listed in this section of the newsletter?  
 

Please contact the church office or a pastors.   
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Special Prayers for our members 
in the service, especially those 
recently deployed: 

 

Tom Murray 
Lisa Rooney 

 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries 

The Church-wide topic for  
Jan and Feb. 2018! 

 

There will be small groups meeting on 
Sunday morning, Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, as well as 
Tuesday afternoons. Sign up on the 
Atrium Bulletin Board and purchase 

your participant guides there for only $4.00. These guides 
would work for individual study following along with the 
sermons in January and February. 
 

Conversations from  
Matthew and Luke will address questions like: 

 

 Why did God come as a baby? 

 Can we really beat temptation? 

 What does it really mean to follow Jesus? 

 Why did Jesus tell such confusing stories? 

 Was Jesus racist, sexist - or both? 

 What if God wants more than I want to give? 

 Did God really disown Jesus on the cross? 

 How can I know Jesus is really alive today? 

Fearless Conversations 
of Faith and Life 

Baby Basket Gifts 
 

Bring a gift for a baby this Christmas! Jesus  
is the gift that came as a baby many years 
ago. To honor that gift, the Social Ministry 
Committee invites members to donate new or 
gently used baby items for baby baskets.   
  

During the year, our church prepares around 
84 baby baskets. The following items are 
needed to help complete the inventory for the 
next year: 
 

We especially need: 
 Burp Cloths 
 Crib Sheets 
 Girls sleepers: 3-6 months 
 Onesies: Girls 0-3 & 9-12; Boys 9-12  
 

Things we need for the coming year: 
 Diapers 
 Teethers /Small stuffed animal toys 
 Sippy Cups 
 Bottles 

 Socks (Girls and Boys) 
 Baby Shampoo 
 Bibs  

 

Please bring the items to be donated and put 
them in the manger near the Giving Tree.  
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, December 12 at 7:15 pm. The 
book to be discussed is The Handmaid's 
Tale by Margaret Atwood. 

 
The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet 
on the third Thursday of each month 
at 10:00 am at Milestone Senior 
Living. This month, on December 21, 
the book discussion will be on The 
Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries continued 

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
December 11 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s Bible Study 
  

The women’s Bible Study will meet on 
Monday, December 18 at 7:00 pm. 
The book they will be using is The 
Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.  
 

Guests are always welcome. If you 
have any questions, please see Pastor Sara. 

Soul Sisters  
 

Soul Sisters will offer a new  
once-a-month Bible study series  
that will begin in January and end  
in June. This study is based on  
the work of Max Lucado's book  
Traveling Light with new insights  
on Psalm 23. Consider joining  
this group on January 15 from  
10:00-11:45 am in the Fireside Room.  
 

Mark your calendar and start your new year with a 
new beginning.   

College Students  
or Military Members 
Home for the Holidays! 
 

College students/Military members who will be 
home over Christmas are invited to take part in our 
services on December 31. 
 

Pastor Sara will be contacting people soon to be  
a part of the service. If you know you would like to  
do a Bible Reading, sing or play an instrument  
you are invited to e-mail Pastor Sara at  
pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. 

 

Quilting Season Begins Soon!   

Come and join this group of industrious women to 
create quilts that are then donated to 
organizations serving those in need. 
Quilting begins Monday, January 8 and 
continues until Easter. They work each 
Monday from 8:30 am until noon.  

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, December 12 at  
9:30 am at Morelia's Cafe for Christmas Breakfast.  
Helen Bakken is the hostess. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, December 12 
at 7:00 pm at Naomi Shep’s. 

The Giving Tree 
 

     As the holiday season approaches, an 
                 unadorned Christmas tree will once again 
        be placed in the Narthex. Each year  
          children (infant through 12 years) in the 
           Stoughton area benefit from your  
   kindness as you decorate this special 
                          tree with mittens, hats, scarves and 
      outerwear. Snowsuits, jackets and 
  snow pants can be “gently-used,” just 
cleaned and in good repair. Thank you! 

Come to church on Sunday, December 17, prepared 
to be inspired by the Alleluia Bells and FLC Choir as 
they present the annual Christmas Choir  
Festival. You will hear familiar and new  
anthems which are sure to put you in  
the Christmas spirit. The groups will also  
lead the congregational singing of  
Christmas hymns and the Hallelujah Chorus.   
 

Bring yourself, friends and relatives to this uplifting 
worship experience, which celebrates the reason for 
the season.  

Christmas Caroling -  
Thursday, December 21  
from 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

Who? Anyone who likes to sing. 
 

What? Christmas caroling. We will meet for pizza 
and go out caroling for awhile and then come back  
for apple cider, hot chocolate and cookies.   

When?  Thursday, December 21, 6-8pm 
 

Sign up in the information Center. Contact Pastor 
Sara for details. 
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Adam and Tiffanie Lee - recently 

moved from Hastings, MN where 

they attended Our Savior's 

Lutheran. He is from Jefferson, WI 

and she is from Beaver Dam, WI. 

Adam works as an operation 

supervisor for MG&E. Tiffanie is a 

stay at home mom but previously a 

teacher. They have two children, 

Hunter (5) and Harper (10 months). 

Jim Potter and Kate Fox - His 

hometown is Gratiot, WI. Kate’s 

hometown is Madison, WI. Kate is a 

contracting officer for the Air 

National Guard. Jim is a full time 

dad who has medically retired from 

the Army. They have 2 children, 

Faith (almost 11) and Barrett (9 1/2 

months). Jim likes fishing and cars, 

while Kate likes cooking and wine. 

They both enjoy golf. 

Vinci l  and Leny Varghese 

are f rom Bangalore,  India.  

Vinc i l  is  an eng ineer  whi le 

Leny is  a pro ject  coordinator .  

They have one son,  Der in.  

They enjoy watching footbal l  

and the Packers.  

Dolores Winden attended 

Adams Lutheran Church in 

Argyle, WI. After David, her 

husband, passed away, 

Delores moved here  

to Stoughton. Previousl;y, 

she lived in Blanchardville 

where they farmed and 

raised three children, 

Rebecca, Jeffrey and 

Diane. Now retired, she 

was a farm wife, mother 

and an activities assistant 

at the New Glarus Home. 

Delores enjoys spending 

time with her eight  

grandchildren and quilting. 

Susan Towne recently moved from 

Middleton where she attended Bethel 

Church. She is now retired after working 

at American Girl for almost 19 yrs. She 

has two grown children, Amy (45) and  

Steve (44). Susan enjoys reading, 

spending time with the grandchildren, the 

Packers, the Badgers and volunteering 

at the Senior Center. 
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Potluck and Special Music 
Hans Peterson and  

Nelson Morlock 
January 21 

 

On this Sunday we have the special honor of  
being joined by Hans Peterson and Nelson  
Morlock for worship. This father and son duo are 
accomplished and well traveled musicians. Hans  
plays piano and guitar. Nelson plays violin and 
fiddle. They both are awesome musicians. Hans 
is a member of the band Dakota Road who has 
written some of the music we use in worship.    
You won’t want to miss this special opportunity 
and Hans’ and Nelson’s words for us. They will 
also join us for a potluck following the second  
service and provide music for our dining pleasure. 

 

Reservations for the potluck will be taken  
January 7 and 14 

 

Bring a dish according to the first letter of your 
last name: 
 

A - H  Hot Dish (Casseroles, baked beans,  
  vegetables...) 
I - Q  Salad (Potato Salad, Jell-O, Coleslaw…) 
R - Z Finger Desserts (Bars, Cookies…) 
 

The Church will provide coffee, lemonade  
and water. 

FLC at the  
Fireside Theater in 
Fort Atkinson 
 ~ Phantom  
 

Saturday, February 10 
Arrivals start at 10:30am  
Performance 1:30pm 
 

For over a century, audiences have been  
captivated by the tragic story of the disfigured  
genius who makes his home in the cavernous  
underground of the Paris Opera House and falls in  
love with Christine - the beautiful soprano he can  
never have. Hailed as “the finest PHANTOM of them 
all,” Arthur Kopit and Maury Yeston’s moving  
presentation digs deep into the life of this tortured  
soul in a show filled with romance and mystery, thrills 
and excitement, colors and humor, and of course,  
their lyrical and luxurious music. Your heart races,  
your soul soars, and you fall in love all over again.  
It is an unforgettable theatrical experience! 
 

Depart from FLC at 10:00am. Tickets are $68.95  
which includes the scrumptious meal and the show. 
Bring extra money for shopping in the 
if you would like. Please contact Jean Horneck at  
fellowship.assistant@flcstoughton.com to reserve  
your tickets and turn your money into the office  
marked with number of tickets needed and your name.    
 

Chili and Game Night 
        Sunday, February 18  

   in FLC Fellowship Hall 
 

Here’s another opportunity to get 
out of the house and meet new 
people! Bring favorite games and 

either chili, fixins, sides or dessert to share. Play  
Euchre, see if you can be the next Twister champion, 
or enjoy a rollicking game of your choice. It is a great 
night to eat chili and laugh! You won’t want to miss it. 
Sign up in the info center.  
 

 
 

FLC Bowling 
Sunday January 28th, 4pm-6pm 

at Viking Lanes 
 

Need a great idea for something to do on a cold winter 

night?  How about bowling, pizza, shoe rental and 

spending time with lots of cool people? Sign up in the 

Information Center to bowl. $12.00 will cover the cost 

of everything needed to have a great time together. 

Invite a friend or neighbor! 

Movie Night 
FLC Fellowship Hall  
on March 11, 2018 

Movies TBA 
 

Put on your jammies, bring a favorite blankie, 
pillow or stuffed animal. Come to church and 
watch a great movie. Pizza, soda, popcorn  

and treats will be provided.  
Sign up in the  

Information Center. 
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56er’s  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving the Church, Learning, and 
Having Fun! 

 

Congratulations to the 56ers for having the best 

attendance this fall. It is so great to see all of 

you here each and every Sunday. Knowing that 

those who are missing are able to keep up with 

the lessons with the take home workbook is  

reassuring, but nothing is as good as seeing 

56ers in church and going to class together. 

They are even learning the books of the New 

Testament! Thanks to all the parents for making 

sure they are here and a special thanks to the 

Teachers who are working with the 56ers each 

Sunday. What a great group! 
 

Plan to join us for a 56er fun event: 
 

February 11 at the movies  
April 22 at Vitense 

 

Adult Chaperones can sign up to help outside the  
56er room.   

In December, the First Kids’ program will be Stocking Stuffers The focus is God’s Love as experienced 
in the Advent and Christmas Season. All children age 3 years - 6th grade are invited to attend either 
the 8:30 or 10:00 session of First Kids. The same lessons are taught during each time period by our 
wonderful teachers! 

 

The December themes are: 
 

December 3 - Light of the World - We show God’s love to the world 
December 10 - Mary Praises God for Jesus - Jesus deserves our love and appreciation. 
December 17 - The Messiah is Born! - We love God for sending his Son. 
December 24 - No classes — First Kids sing at the 3:00 Christmas Eve Family Service. 

 

A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids is available on the website!  
Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home. 

Our Prayer Wall continues to receive prayers — join us! 

Stocking Stuffers! 

Advent Ideas 
 

 Celebrate current family traditions or invent 
new ones 

 Make an advent wreath or calendar to count 
down the days to Christmas. Talk about  
waiting and why it can be helpful to prepare 
our hearts for Jesus. 

 Read a Christmas story or two during Advent.  
Check out the Church library! 

 Read the Christmas story in Luke 2 out loud 
together. Talk about the different people in the 
story and how you can relate to them.    

 Worship together as a family. 
 Give a gift to someone  

in need and present it  
as God presented  
the gift of Jesus.   

We are looking for actors of all ages to participate 
in the church Nativity Pageant on Sunday,  
December 31st. Sign-up sheets are in the Atrium 
for First Kids and for Adults and Teens too!  
Speaking and non parts exist for all. Singing with 
First Kids classes is an option too. Check it out! 
 

For more information contact  
Erlene at 608-449-6540 (cell). 



. 
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Thank You FLC Youth! 
 

Thanks to the Confirmation kids, Youth and  
Family Committee members, Small Group Guides 
and adult helpers for another great Celebration 
Brunch.  
 

Over 340 people were served a yummy breakfast 
with a smile. Sharing of gifts and talents makes this 
special Sunday even more meaningful. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Senior High Christmas Party 
 

Friday, December 1 from 7:00-10:00 pm 
 

Who: Senior High Youth and Friends 
 

What: Christmas Party. Come for games, movies, 
 making cookies, music and other Christmas 
 fun.   
 

Where: FLC 
 

Bring:  A snack and a gift $10 or under to share.  

Youth and Family Ministries 

Youth Worship  
December 10 
 

Calling all Youth! Readers, Musicians, Greeters,  

Artists and Bakers.    
 

The youth of FLC are going to help out at worship 
on Sunday, December 10.   
 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board if you can help.   

Ping Pong Tournament 
and Fun Play 

Sunday, January 7 
4:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 

Come to the 7th Annual Ping Pong Tournament 
in Fellowship Hall. There will be 3 tables set up 
and ready for singles, doubles and Chinese ping 
pong. Winners will have their photo taken with the 
golden paddle!   
 

Pizza, popcorn and soda will be provided - bring 
a fun treat to share!  

 

Everyone, of any age, is welcome!   

 
Lutherdale Camp  

 

Registration forms and brochures for all ages of 

campers grades 1-12 will be coming soon. Plan 

on making a week at Lutherdale a part of your 

summer next year. 
 

Scholarships are available. If you have questions 

about Lutherdale please contact Pastor Sara. 

 
ATTENTION 11th & 12th Graders!! 

SALT - Service and Leadership Training   
 

 Lutherdale has announced that they are launching  

a program for current 11th & 12th graders for the 

2017 summer. It is a two week commitment and  

a great opportunity for students to learn some  

behind the scene training of what it means to  

serve on a summer camp staff. Each week the  

students will live with a cabin group, and serve 

alongside that cabin leader as a role model and  

assistant to the life of the cabin.    
 

 Lutherdale will help participants build leadership 

skills, learn about working with children, boost  

their confidence, and grow in their faith while living 

in an intentional Christian Community. The goal is 

that SALT participants will depart from camp as 

stronger, faithful leaders as they go back to their 

homes, schools, churches and communities.  
 

For more info contact 

Pastor Sara and look at 

the Lutherdale website. 

Applications for this  

program will be available 

in early January and 

should be submitted  

before March 1. 



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
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Phone: (608) 873-7761 
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