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February Worship 
 

 

Sunday, February 4 

Holy Communion 

Annual Meeting (9:20-10:10 am) 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:15 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, February 11 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir & Alleluia Bells 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Wednesday, February 14 ~ Lent 
Ash Wednesday 

Intinction Holy Communion 
  7:00 pm - FLC Choir 
 

Sunday, February 18  

Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Wednesday, February 21~ Lent 

 
 

Sunday, February 25 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir  
10:00 am - Alleluia Bells 
 

Wednesday, February 28 ~ Lent 

  7:00 pm  - Special Music 
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Love Stoughton Area 

Hey guys! What is it? 

It’s a bunch of FLC Members volunteering  
at the River Food Pantry and loving it! 

Watch for monthly sign-ups in the 
Information Center. Everyone is welcome! 

Can cleaning be fun?  Yes!  
 

Especially when you are with a great group of volunteers 
coming together with a common goal.  
 

Fourteen people worked over the Martin Luther King, Jr.  
holiday weekend to give the Stoughton Food Pantry a 
deep cleaning. All items in the room, including a large  
cooler, were moved out on Friday. Then, on Saturday,  
the floor was stripped and waxed; something that hadn’t 
been done in 12 years according to Mike Heger who  
runs the Pantry. Finally, on Monday, all the shelves  
were returned and re-stocked!  Everything was spotless! 
 

Thank you to all who helped out with the labor and  
provided yummy treats!  
 

Our next project will be February 5-13.  
We will be doing some cleaning for the 
Stoughton Library. Teams of 2 will work 
together to dust off the bookshelves. If 
you love books, this will be your chance 
to get up close and personal with a  
number of them! Grab a friend and sign 
up for a two hour shift in the Narthex or 
contact Valerie at the church office. 

 

If you would like to become a part of the fun, join the Love 
Stoughton Area Team and you will hear first about upcoming projects. 

 



. 

 
 

At its January meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 

 Celebrated the success of FLC’s Caroling 
before Christmas as 50 people participated. 

 

 Learned that a group of FLC members 
completed a Love Stoughton Area Project of 
stripping, cleaning and re-waxing the floor of the 
Stoughton Food Pantry. 

 

 Expressed thanks for the 
congregation’s record giving to 
the General Fund and Follow 
Your Heart Appeal at the end 
of the year. 

 

 Appointed the following people to committees: 
 Finance Chuck Geurink and Brad Stepp 
 Personnel Shirlene Chart 
 

 Received an updated budget for the February 
annual meeting reflecting stronger than 
anticipated 2017 General Fund gifts. 

 

 Celebrated the congregation’s Christmas gifts 
to the Mitten Tree (over 300 items!) and Baby 
Baskets ministry as well as cash gifts to 
help FLC families.  

 

 Learned that giving to Churchwide Ministries  
(yellow envelopes) and the Hunger Appeal 
(blue envelopes) exceeded expectations. 

 

 Expressed hope that FLC members would 
participate in the Holy Cow Survey to help the 
Council make decisions about future missions 
and ministries. 

The ancient Greek philosopher, 
Socrates, has often been quoted  
as saying, “The unexamined life is 
not worth living.” His perception 
was that humans needed to seek 
wisdom and understanding by 
evaluating their lives regularly. 
 

What is wisdom? By definition, it is defined as “the 
quality of having experience, knowledge and good 
judgment.”    
 

Socrates thought people could become wise by 
being reflective. The early Christians believed that, 
too, though they sought to have such wisdom 
grounded in faith. 
 

For example, there are Old Testament Books of 
the Bible that are often called Wisdom Literature.  
They include but are not limited to: 
 

Job (suffering & God’s will) 
Proverbs (wise sayings) 
Ecclesiastes (the meaning of life) 
Song of Solomon (romantic love) 

 

These writings give readers an opportunity to 
learn, grow and experience teachings that offer  
practical advice and reinforce faith. They are 
designed to help people examine their lives and 
become wise from a divine perspective. 
 

The New Testament also contains many passages 
that are related to wisdom. One of my favorites is, 
“Test every spirit to see if it is of God.”  The 
assumption is that we may be motivated by a 
variety of things, so it is a good idea to make sure 
they are connected to our Creator and Savior. 
 

One of the reasons why we are conducting a 
survey of our congregation through Holy Cow! 
Consulting is to gain wisdom about our church.  
Our pastors, staff and lay leaders want FLC to be 
the best it can be!  So, we seek everyone’s input 
to help us make data driven decisions. 
 

The “data” are the faith-based perceptions of our 
members who care deeply about our ministries 
and missions. So, I encourage you to participate in 
this survey so that FLC can be led with a spirit of 
wisdom that will bless us and our community 
in Christ’s name for years to come! 

 
 Pastor Lehman 
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Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Betty Colden 
Dan Bjordahl, brother of Chris Bjordahl 
Delores Hellum 
Ben Hutchison, friend of Rachel Anderson 
Nancy Schieldt, friend of Bill Berry 
David Stenjem, brother of Ann Bjordahl 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Eugene Bjoin 
Susie Bohart, friend of Jeanne Gilbertson 
Doug Pfundheller 
Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich 
Sandy Gjermo, mother of Brian Gjermo 
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt 
Donna Mirek, friend of Jean Peterson 
Cullen Steele, grandson of Naomi and Ron 

Steele 
Brian Steinmetz, father of Rob Steinmetz 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Eleanore Aaberg 
Maryanne Anschutz 
Tom Beatty 
Pam Close 
Lin Fuller 
Richard Mylrea 
Ardys Pfundheller 

Have a prayer request or would like your 
loved one to be listed in this section of 
the newsletter?  
 

Please contact the church office or a pastors.   
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Small groups continue meeting on Monday,  
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, as well as 
Tuesday afternoons. Sign up on the Atrium Bulletin 
Board and purchase your participant guides there 
for only $4.00. These guides would work for  
individual study and for following along with the 
sermons.  
 

Can’t find something that works with your  
schedule? See Pastor Sara or Erlene Bishop 
Killeen for ideas.    

 

The study itself makes the Bible come alive for 
contemporary issues and concepts.   

 

Conversations coming in April:  
 Was Jesus racist, or sexist-or both? 

 What’s Jesus got against grown-ups? 

 What was really going on at Jesus’ 

“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem? 

 What if God wants more than I want to give? 

 

 

 

Fearless  
 Conversations  
   in Faith and Life  
    Continues After  
     Easter Sunday 

Sign up today and bring a friend.  

                             The Council is seeking input     
                                 from the congregation to  
                                  assess our congregation’s  
                                    vitality compared to a  
                                    data base of other  
                                      churches who have  
                                   already taken the survey.  
 

FLC members are asked to share their  
thoughts about the congregation through a 
Congregation Assessment Tool or CAT. This 
tool is provided by Holy Cow Consulting, whose 
primary mission is to help churches make data 
driven decisions. If FLC has your email  
address, you can take it online; otherwise, a 
paper version is available from the church  
office. It usually takes less than 30 minutes. 
 

The information collected will help FLC leaders: 
 

1) Measure the satisfaction and energy  
levels of the congregation 

2) Identify issues and concerns that will  
assist leaders in improving the  
church’s organizational climate 

3) Identify potential resources that  
otherwise might be missed 

4) Provide information about the church’s 
culture and hopes for the future 

 

Thank you for participating in this important 
survey! 

The Holy Cow Survey 



. 
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on Tuesday, 
February 13 at 7:15 pm. The book to be discussed  
is The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Ann Barrows. 
 

The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet on the third 
Thursday of each month at 10:00 am at Milestone 
Senior Living. This month, on February 15, the book 
discussion will be on Elephant Company by Vicki 
Croke. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries continued 

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
February 12 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s Bible Study 
  

The women’s Bible Study will meet 
on Monday, February 26 at 7:00 pm. 
The book they will be using is The 
Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.  
 

Guests are always welcome. If you 
have any questions, please see 
Pastor Sara. 
 

Soul Sisters  
 

Max Lucado, in his book Traveling 
Light, shares his carefree style of 
teaching about how to lighten our 
"want" load, whether it be a want 
such as "bigger, faster, or thinner".  
 

Soul Sisters will take a closer look  
at how the 23rd Psalm guides us out 

of the "whaddifs and how-wills" of life. We meet on 
Monday, February 19 from 10:00-11:45 am in the 
Fireside Room. 
 

New members and visitors always welcome.    
 

FLC at the  
Fireside Theater in 
Fort Atkinson 
 ~ Phantom  
 

Saturday, February 10 
Arrivals start at 10:30am  
Performance 1:30pm 
 

We will depart from FLC at 10:00am. If you would 
like to meet the group there, let Pastor Sara know.  
Tickets are $68.95 which includes the scrumptious 
meal and the show. Bring extra money for shopping 
in the  you would like.   

 
Chili and Game 

Night 
    Sunday, February 18  

    in FLC Fellowship Hall 
 

Here’s another opportunity to get 
out of the house and meet new people! Bring  
favorite games and either chili, fixins, sides or  
dessert to share. Play Euchre, see if you can be 
the next Twister champion, or enjoy a rollicking 
game of your choice. It is a great night to eat chili 
and laugh! You won’t want to miss it.  
 

Sign up in the Information Center.  

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, February 13 at  
11:00 am at Deak’s. Diane Lynch is the hostess. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, February 13 
at 7:00 pm at Audrey Jandrey’s 

Again this year, we will be  
hosting a SOUP-ER BOWL  
of our own...and you can play!   
All you have to do is bring canned food  
and place them is the marked containers  
to “SCORE a TOUCHDOWN!”   
 

All food items will be given to the Stoughton  
Food Pantry. They serve over 180 Stoughton  
families a month! If everyone who worships brings a 
can of soup we could provide over 400 cans to help 
feed those in need! 

The mitten tree was hidden under the weight of the donated items this year!  

Thank you for warming the heads, hands, feet and bodies of people in Stoughton.  
You generously donated 125 hats, 104 mittens, 19 coats, 14 snow pants/suits,  
4 pairs of boots and 40 scarves!   



. 

6 | First Edition · First Lutheran Church 

Date Menu Leaders/Servers Music Groups Sermon ~ Lenten 

    Giving Up: 
 

 Feb 14 Pulled Pork Ann Olson and  FLC Choir Control 
   Sandwiches, Chips Sue Deneen,  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
  Veggies, Dip, Jeremy Eppler’s Group     

 Ice Cream Cups  
 

Feb 21 Grilled Brats &    Todd Fossum, Special Music, Expectations 
  Hotdogs, Beans, Bill Berry’s Group God’s Cool   John 3:1-17 
 Potato Salad,  Youth Choir 
 Ice Cream    
            

Feb 28 Lasagna,   Amy & Brad Stepp  Special Music Superiority 
 Salad, Garlic Bread, Jody Gennrich;  John 4:5-42 
 Fruit, Dessert Anna Callahan’s Group    
     

 Mar 7 Soup and Angie Olstad, Special Music, Enemies 
  Sandwiches Marcia Seybold  God’s Cool  Matthew 5:38-48 
   Dessert Pete Seybold Youth Choir   

  Stacey Quam’s Group    
         

Mar 14 Taco Bar with Fixin’s Laura Stokstad Special Music Our Lives  
  Pudding and Cookies 9th Graders  Ezekiel 37:1-6 
    

Mar 21 Server’s Surprise Dave & Lori Moll  Special Music Popularities  
  Wayne & Trina Kiefer  Mark 10:36-45 
  Dave Moll’s Group 
     
 

Volunteer to help with a Lenten supper! It is an opportunity for folks of all  
ages to serve and also connect with others! Duties involve some light food  
preparation, serving the meal and smiling! Arrive in Fellowship Hall at 4:45 pm. 
The meals are served from 5:30 to 6:30 pm.   

 

Make Cookies or bars! If you would like to make cookies or bars for dessert please sign up in the 
Information Center. 
 

Confirmation students in 7th, 8th and 9th Grade are asked to help serve a Lenten Supper (see  
schedule above). 9th Graders have the option to sign up on in the Information Center to serve on any  
Wednesday as a service project in addition to serving on March 14.  
 

Adults may sign up in the Information Center or contact Pastor Sara. 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 begins the Lenten season with the 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. Each Wednesday night in 
Lent starts with supper at 5:30 pm and worship at 7:00 pm. 
 

Similar to past years, the Holden Evening Prayer Service will be used on 
Wednesdays throughout Lent.   
 

This year, the Pastors will offer sermons under the general theme of  
Giving Up.... 

The Lenten season runs through Wednesday, March 21. A meal will be served each of the six Wednesday’s 
evenings prior to Holy Week from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

Lenten Schedule: 
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Quilters   

Join the quilting group as they meet 
and sew on Monday mornings from 
8:30 am until noon. The season  
continues until Easter. 

 

FAItH 5 PARENT  
SMALL GROUP 
DURING LENT 

 

Sundays 6:00-7:00 pm  
starting February 18  

 

Imagine a home where every person feels loved, 
valued, and heard. Imagine a family that seeks 
God's wisdom, will, and Word together. Imagine 
an intimate, affectionate community where every 
night is an experience of caring, sharing, comfort, 
and peace. 
 

You can make this beautiful picture a reality in 
your home. But it won't happen by accident--you 
need a plan! Holding Your Family Together is a 
workable, powerful plan based on a simple nightly 
routine: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless. This is 
FAITH5, and it has transformed families 
around the world. No matter your child's age or 
your family's unique situation, FAITH5 can work 
for you. Inside you'll find everything you need to 
get your family into a nightly habit that will open 
your hearts to each other and to God. 
 
FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The Home) is a  
simple, easy-to-implement faith practice, perfect 
for incorporating into your bedtime routine for  
five to fifteen minutes a night. When done over 
time, the FAITH5™ carries the power to enrich  
communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, 
and promote mental, physical and spiritual health. 
The five steps are: 
 

 SHARE your highs and lows 

 READ a Bible verse or story 

 TALK about how the Bible reading might 

relate to your highs and lows 

 PRAY for one another's highs and lows 

 BLESS one another 

 
Childcare will be provided. Class will meet in the  
Library. Sign up and purchase books in the  
atrium. Pastor Sara will lead the group.    

Creative  
Bible 

Journaling 

Creative 
Bible  

Journaling 

One fun night 
(actually an hour 
and a half) to  
discover a new 

     way to study the  
Bible, do daily devotions, or 

express your faith creatively! 
 

Thursday, March 1, 6:30-8:00 pm, we will 
meet to learn and try techniques of creative 
Bible journaling. One of our own, Tara  
Bergenson, will lead us as we discover a 
new way to think and react  
to Bible passages, old and  
new.  
 

Free samples of materials  
will be shared and  
conversation will flow as  
we all try a new way to  
experience the scriptures! 
Bring your Bible. There  
will be practice sheets  
available for you to use.   
Different types of Bibles or passages  
will also be available for sale if you are  
interested in obtaining them. Nothing need 
be purchased. Plenty will be provided. 
 

If you have already done this, come and 
share your expertise. If you just want to see 
what it is about, be sure to come! Sign up 
for this event in the Atrium or contact the 
church office. Questions may be directed  
to Erlene. 

http://www.faith5.org/share/share
http://www.faith5.org/read/read
http://www.faith5.org/talk/talk
http://www.faith5.org/pray/pray
http://www.faith5.org/share/share
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Ping Pong Tournament 
And the winners are: 

Ryan & Zach  
 Youth Doubles 

Gregg & Dylan  
Doubles/Parent 

Dave – Adult Singles 

Ping Pong Tournament 

Ryan  
Youth Singles 

 
            What a wonderful  
     surprise! We just had a large  
group of carolers stop at 
house ! What a wonderful surprise  
       ...THANK YOU!!!  

45 FLC members and friends 
went caroling and their voices 
were heard around Stoughton... 

Even on FaceBook,  
they were talking about it... 

 

 

          Same here! Thank you  
carolers...First real feeling of 
Christmas for me this season! 

       They were singing outside  
of Koffee Kup tonight, as well.     
                   Very nice!! 



. 
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Jesus Becomes Known 

First Kids Needs Subs! 
We need some great, flexible people who are willing to be “on call” for subbing 
in the children’s education program. No preparation is necessary — there will 
always be materials ready for you! There will be others happy to help you find 
your way. Often there will be a teen helper for you. 
 

You will be appreciated! 
 

Please contact Erlene @ 608-449-6540 (cell) or the church office 873-7761 to 
add your name to this valuable list! 

Now we are focusing in on the beginning of Jesus ministry. How did Jesus resist the devil? How did he 
call his disciples? How did people learn about Jesus and his love?  
All children age 3 years - 6th grade are invited to attend either the 8:30 or 10:00 am session of First Kids. 
The same lessons are taught during each time period by our wonderful teachers!   

 

The February themes are: 
 

February 4 - Satan Tempts Jesus - Jesus shows us the right way. 
February 11 - Jesus Calls His Disciples - Jesus can change our lives. 
February 18 - Jesus Performs His First Miracle - Jesus has God’s power. 
February 25 - Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night - Jesus gives us eternal life. 

 

A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids are available on the website!  
Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home. 

Easter Egg Hunt  
on Palm Sunday  

Don’t miss it! 

56er’s  
 

56ers - At the movies 
Sunday, Feb. 11 from 12:00-3:00 pm 
Movie and Place TBD 
 

5th and 6th graders, come watch a movie with  
your friends. Pizza and movies will be included.  
Permission slips will be handed out in your Sunday 
School class. Friends are welcome to attend.   

 

 

 
 

Adult Chaperones can sign up to help outside the  
56er room.   

April 22  
at Vitense 

Preparation for First Communion  
Saturday, March 17, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Students in fourth grade learn all about  
Holy Communion, examining the  
elements of bread and wine as  
well as the Communion ware.   
If you have an older child who  
has not received instruction,  
please contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761. 

56er’s  56er’s  56er’s  
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Youth 
Rummage 
Sale 
Saturday, April 21 
 

 
 
 

It’s the New Year! Time to clean out the attic,  
garage, basement and closets! The annual Youth 
Rummage Sale is scheduled for April 21 (Some 

might need that much time.)   
 

This event is a huge fundraiser for the youth. You 
can feel good for two reasons: getting organized 
and donating your stuff to the youth!   
 

Donations can be brought to the church starting in 
March. Until then, please box them up and  
mark them “FLC Youth Rummage Sale.”  
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Youth and Family Ministries 

Lutherdale Camp  
 

Registration forms and brochures for all ages of 

campers grades 1-12 will be coming soon. Plan  

on making a week at Lutherdale a part of your 

summer next year. 
 

Scholarships are available. If you have questions 

about Lutherdale please contact Pastor Sara. 
 

 

ATTENTION 11th & 12th Graders!! 
SALT - Service and Leadership Training   

 

 Lutherdale has announced that they are launching  

a program for current 11th & 12th graders for the 

2018 summer. It is a two week commitment and  

a great opportunity for students to learn some  

behind the scene training of what it means to  

serve on a summer camp staff. Each week the  

students will live with a cabin group, serve  

alongside that cabin leader as a role model and  

assistant to the life of the cabin.    
 

 Lutherdale will help participants build leadership 

skills, learn about working with children, boost  

their confidence, and grow in their faith while living 

in an intentional Christian Community. The goal is 

that SALT participants will depart from camp as 

stronger, faithful leaders as they go back to their 

homes, schools, churches and communities.  
 

For more info contact  

Pastor Sara and look at 

the Lutherdale website. 

Applications for this  

program are available  

this month and should be 

submitted before March 1.  

Movie Night 
“Wonder” 

FLC Fellowship Hall  
on March 11, 2018 

Invite a friend or neighbor! 
 

Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, and Jacob  
Tremblay star in an inspiring story of a loving  
family whose son, born with facial differences,  
enters a mainstream school for the first time.  

 

Put on your jammies, bring a favorite blankie,  
pillow or stuffed animal. Come to church  
and watch a great movie. Pizza, soda,  
popcorn and treats will be provided. 

  

Sign up in the  
Information Center. 

 

9th Grade Retreat 
Mission for a Day 

Febraury 23, Noon-6:00 pm 
 

Join the fun by helping others around Stoughton 
and the Madison area by signing up for a local  
Mission For a Day Trip on February 23 from  

noon-7:00 pm. It is a perfect thing to do on a half 
day of school. This is part of confirmation, but 

anyone of any age is invited to attend. 
 

Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board.  

Mission For a Day  

 

High School 
Youth Board Meeting   

Wednesday, February 7  

 

If you are interested in helping out  
and are in grades 9-12, please see  

Pastor Sara. This leadership work would 
look great on college applications!! 



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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