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April Worship 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1 
Intinction Holy Communion 
 6:45 & 8:00 am - Traditional with          
  FLC Choir/Alleluia Bells 
 9:15 & 10:30 am - Celebration Band 
 

Sunday, April 8  

Dixieland Services 
  8:30 am - Dixieland Band 
10:00 am - Dixieland Band & 
  God’s Cool Youth Choir 
 

Sunday, April 15  

Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, April 22  

Healing Service 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir 
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, April 29 

Choir Festival featuring  
FLC Choir & Alleluia Bells 
at both 8:30 & 10:00 am services 
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Creative Bible Journaling 
On March 1, Tara Bergeson  
introduced Creative Bible Journaling 
to FLC members and their friends. 
 

The creativity and laughter filled the 
room as the participants explored 
various techniques used in Bible 
Journaling. From colored pencils to 
watercolors to stickers to spray 
paints, the options were great.  
 

A good time was had by all. 

Creative Bible  

Journaling 

Begins Thursday, April 5th 
6:30-8:00 in the Art Room! 

 

Spend some time in fellowship with  
others as we find creative ways to  
express our faith and worship the Lord 
through reflection on the word and  
various artistic modes. Bring your Bible 
or work on individual verses that speak 
to your heart. Sharing time and ideas 
on a monthly basis. The first Thursday 
night of each month will be devoted to 
creative Bible journaling! Come! 

Creative Bible  

Journaling 
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What is your favorite holiday? 
 

According to the Netscape 
Internet News Service, The 
Harris Poll conducted a survey 
asking Americans this very 
question. Over 2,300 people 
responded.  

 

Here are the results: 
 

1. Christmas 46% 
2. Thanksgiving 19% 
3. Halloween 9% 
4. July 4th 5% 
5. Easter 3% 
6. New Year’s 2% 
7. Memorial Day 1% 
8. My Birthday 1% 
9. Labor Day 1% 
10. Valentine’s Day 1% 

  

Surprised? Given our culture’s preoccupation with 
Christmas gifts and a multitude of advertising, I 
figured Christmas would be first. I also thought 
Thanksgiving would be up there. Many people get 
two days off of work, and extended families often 
get together to celebrate. 
 

But I was shocked to see that Halloween and 
Independence Day, July 4th, were more popular 
than Easter. Is dressing up in costumes and 
shooting off fireworks really better than celebrating 
Christ’s resurrection from the dead? 
 

It is probably cliché to say this, but American culture 
has become so secularized and fast paced that the 
gospel has been relegated to a minor class status. I 
even heard one commentator on a national network 
suggest that national politics and sports combined 
have become America’s number one new religion.   
 

That’s hard to swallow for many of us who grew up 
in a time when Christianity was strong, churches 
were full on Sundays and rulings from the Supreme 
Court were not so restrictive to the faith.  
 

But at the same time, it doesn’t make any difference 
what anyone else believes or says. There have 
always been cynics, naysayers and unbelievers.   
 

What makes a difference is what we believe and 
say or sing. Easter is coming. It is the best holiday 
of the year. And our spiritual lives depend on it!  
 
Pastor Lehman 
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At its March meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 Learned that 10 new iPads,  
cases and a multiple line 
charger had been 
purchased to replace the 
old computers in the 
computer lab.  Funding was 
provided from the 4K 
dedicated fund and Follow Your Heart Appeal 
gifts. Special thanks to Hien Tran for assisting 
with the purchases and setting up the iPads 
for the use of 4K classes and FLC needs. 

 Heard that 40 people attended the movie 
Wonder that was shown in the Fellowship 
Hall on March 11. 

 Approved an Executive Summary to be 
shared with the congregation regarding the 
survey results from Holy Cow Consulting. 

 Heard favorable reports related to General 
Fund and Appeal giving despite the fact that 
there was bad weather every weekend in 
February, hindering worship attendance. 

 Approved a revised job description and title 
~ Display Coordinator ~ for Jane Freck, 
effective June 1.  (See article below.) 

 Learned that 12 families are participating in 
the Faith 5 Parents Group led by Pastor Sara. 

 

Staff Transition 

 

Program Assistant Jane Freck will be 
transitioning out of her position on May 31. She 
will move into a less time consuming job as 
FLC’s Display Coordinator. She will be 
maintaining and updating most of the church’s 
bulletin boards periodically throughout the year. 
 

Children’s Education Director Erlene Killeen will 
be stepping down from her position on Sunday, 
June 6. She may continue on staff in a position 
yet to be determined. 
 

Both Jane and Erlene will be at the First Kids 
year-end program and will be recognized for 
their service on June 3 at 
10:00 am. We are grateful 
for their ministry and pray 
they will enjoy more personal 
time in the months to come. 
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Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Eugene Bjoin 
Janice Lehman, sister of Clarice Lyke 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Vernon Anderson, uncle of Leland Anderson 
Bev Benschop 
Laura Bobula, sister of Karen Pitney 
Susie Bohart, friend of Jeanne Gilbertson 
Julie Burke, friend of Rachel Anderson 
Lynn Case, mother of Jason Case 
Fonda Johnson, friend of Sue Tarpinian 
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt 
Joyce Koskelin 
Alex Kox, son-in-law of Rich & Heidi Harms 
Bernice Rouse, sister-in-law of Ann Rouse 
Sue Swenson, friend of Peggy Maveus 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Ardys Pfundheller 
Richard Mullen 

Have a prayer request or would like 
your loved one to be listed in this 
section of the newsletter? Please 
contact the church office or a pastors.   
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The Church Council unanimously approved  
the following recommendations  

for Endowment Distributions 
 

Outreach $16,291 

   $2,000 - FLC Mission Trips  

   $2,000 - Seniors in Need (Stoughton) 

   $2,000 - FLECC (First Lutheran Early Childhood Center) 

   $2,000 - Operation Bootstrap (Tanzania, Africa - Education) 

   $1,945 - Jail Chaplaincy (Dane County Jail, Madison) 

   $1,945 - Salvation Army (Homeless, Madison) 

   $1,600 - Ombeni Foundation (Tanzania, Africa - Orphanage) 

   $1,000 - LAMP (Lutheran Association of Missionary Pilots) 

   $   601 - Stoughton Area School District Lunch Subsidy 

   $   600 - Healing Patriots 

   $   600 - Luther House (Online Seminary) 
 

Inreach $11,557 

   $2,000 - HVAC/Boiler Needs 

   $1,367 - Hot Water Unit/Coffee Maker Replacement 

   $1,365 - Handbell and Chimes Request 

   $1,365 - Audio Visual Request for Worship 

   $1,365 - Kitchen Counter Replacement 

   $1,365 - New Music Needs 

   $1,365 - FLC Scholarships (Children & Youth) 

   $1,365 - Pastor Discretionary Funds 
  
Pastor Herman A. Lehman Donor Advised Fund $1,844 

   $1,300 - FLECC  

   $   544 - Music Needs at FLC 

 

   Spring 
Choir 
Festival  

 

First Lutheran's choirs will  
present their annual spring choir 
festival on Sunday, April 29 at 
both the 8:30 & 10:00 am  
worship services. The Alleluia 
Bells and FLC Choir will offer 
inspiring anthems throughout  
the service.  
 

Invite your friends and relatives 
to join you in attending this  
musical worship experience. 

   Spring 
Choir 
Festival  

Scott Gennrich receives check from the 
Endowment Committee on behalf of the 

Healing Patriots. 

   Spring 
Choir 
Festival  
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on Monday,  
April 9 at 7:15 pm. The book to be discussed  
is Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton. 
 

The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet on the third 
Thursday of each month at 10:00 am at Milestone 
Senior Living. This month, on April 19, the book 
discussion will be on The Girl with Seven Names by 
Hyeonseo Lee . 

Circle 17 meets Monday,  
April 9 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

 

Soul Sisters  
 

Soul Sisters will meet on Monday, 
April 16 from 10:00-11:45 am in the 
Fireside Room. Our study on the 
23rd Psalm by Max Lucado's  
series called Traveling Light  will 
provide a guide of how to release 
some of the burdens we were  
never intended to bear, such as the  
burdens of grief and fear. Lucado tells us not to 
measure the size of the mountain, but talk to the 
One who can move it.   
 

Won't you join us?   

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, April 10 at  
10:00 am at Karin Campbell’s. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, April 10 at 
7:00 pm at Laura Stokstad’s. 

 

Quilters   

Monday, April 2, 8:30 am-Noon 
Last day of quilting 
 

Monday, April 9 at 11:30 am 
Lunch at BBG’s 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries  

Pottery Adventure 

 

Small groups continue meeting  
on Monday, Tuesday and  
Wednesday evenings, as well  
as Tuesday afternoons.   
Check the Atrium Bulletin  
Board for times and places  
groups are meeting! 
 

Can’t find something that  
works with your schedule?  
See Pastor Sara or Erlene Bishop Killeen  
for ideas.    

 

The study itself makes the Bible come alive for 
contemporary issues and concepts.   

 

Conversations coming in April:  
 Resurrection seems so impossible . . .  

How can I believe in a literal Easter story? 

 Did God really disown Jesus on the cross? 

 Was Jesus racist, or sexist-or both? 

 Does Jesus still heal today? 

 What was really going on at Jesus’ 

“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem? 

Easter Sunday Launches 
Fearless Conversations in 
Faith and Life (part 2) 

Watch for an opportunity to volunteer 
at the River Food Pantry coming 
soon… Details will be posted in the 
Information center. 
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Pottery Adventure 
Sign-up for a group experience with pottery on  
Thursday, April 19, at Green Road Pottery from  
6:30-8:30 pm. 
 

The cost is $30 which covers all expenses.   
Please pay the church office by April 13. 
 

Minimum is 4 and Maximum is 10 people.    
We will leave from the church at 6:25 pm.  
 

Feel the clay and share the fun of creating.   

Congratulations to Stoughton High School’s  
Wrestling Team for winning 1st at State!  

 

They are coached by FLC member Dan Spilde. 
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So many people have been curious about my 
kidney donation, both with ‘logistics’ and my 
‘why’. I’ll start with “my why” and it’s simple.  
I wanted to actually DO something selfless  
and profound for ‘the greater good’. I’m  
constantly preaching to my kids about ‘being 
the nice kid’ and ‘if you see someone who 
needs help, ask yourself if you have the ability 
to help”. Well I decided it was time to put my 
money where my mouth was…or in this case, 
my kidney.  
 

But why my kidney?? And to a stranger no 
less? Well…Because I can.  
 

Living kidney donations have a dramatically higher success rate (in terms of lasting longer) over  
deceased kidneys. I have been blessed with good health, so why not share this and do something 
extra meaningful NOW that will impact many lives.  
 

But what got me on this track in the first place? I have a good friend who donated on the chain and I 
saw how it impacted her life for the better, and truly how ‘easy’ the process actually was. When she 
first told me, I was in complete awe of her decision to donate to a stranger. I remember visiting her 
in the hospital after her donation and telling her, “I wish I had the courage to do something like that. 
How amazing it would feel to be able to give someone the gift of health!!” and she simply said “Why 
can’t you?”… Fast forward about a year later and here I am, down one kidney and feeling proud and 
strong in knowing I followed through on something I really wanted to do.  
 

To give a little background, living organ donation is very safe. While there are risks, as there are  
with any surgery, they are low. There is extensive testing to be cleared for donation, especially  
when donating altruistically. In addition to making sure your body is in excellent health and can  
handle the surgery, they also test you psychologically to make sure you’re not crazy (or being paid 
or pressured). The doctors and ‘decision makers’ are extremely cautious when clearing you for  
donation as they do not want to put anyone at an elevated risk for complications or issues during, or 
post, surgery.  
 

When I made the decision to donate, there were a lot of people close to me that were very, I’ll say, 
apprehensive, in my decision to do a voluntary surgery for someone I don’t even know (and rightfully 
so, I’m glad they don’t want anything bad to happen and are asking questions).  
What if I get sick later and need a kidney? What if one of my family members or the kids need one 
later? What if something goes wrong and I have a lifelong complication? What if ‘this’? What if ‘that’? 
 

The reality is, all of those What if’s I  
considered, obviously.  Was I ever  
nervous or concerned about the outcome? 
Of course. I had moments of “Am I doing 
the right thing? What if…?” But with my  
research, and talking to other donors and 
doctors, going through all the testing and 
hearing the statistical likelihood of any of  
that happening given my health history,  
and with a lot of prayer (a LOT), I was very 
happy and excited with my decision to 
move forward. I knew God would be there 
with me during the surgery, as well as my 
concerned family and friends waiting to 
hear how it went. It went great. I had a very 
sick day the day of due to anesthesia, but by day 2, I was up and walking around with visitors. 

by Angie Radecke 

 

A Gift  
for the  

Greater Good 
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April Project - Completed Early 

 

In the end, I feel great about my decision. In choosing to donate altruistically on the chain, I was able to 
save multiple people with my ‘spare’ kidney. I was able to take my energy, vibrance and hope and 
send it in a cooler to a different time zone to give someone the gift of feeling the best they have felt in 
years after just a few short hours! In my case, my kidney flew to CA and was transplanted later the 
same day. My (now his) kidney started working right away. Awesome! His brother-in-law then donated 
his kidney also that day on the chain, so someone else got a kidney,  
and their person gave their kidney, and so on… This ladder effect  
continued for 4 recipients. Four People received the gift of health 
because I started a kidney chain. That’s amazing to me. I later 
found out, the man who received my kidney is married and  
has 3 kids. His wife can now sleep better at night knowing her 
husband is now healthy. Their kids no longer have the burden of 
wondering when their dad wasn’t going to be sick anymore. No 
more going to dialysis everyday. He and his family could get back to  
doing the things they love. There’s a ripple effect of people who’s lives are happier, and I feel amazing 
that I could be a part of that.  
 

People ask, “Would you do it again?”  Of course I would. We all have our own comfort levels and I 
don’t think anyone should ever feel obligated to do it, but if you are comfortable with the idea and are 
healthy, why not? I have not once regretted my decision to give up my spare kidney. I don’t get to  
actually SEE how the kidney has changed his life, but my Faith gives me comfort that I did the right 
thing for me. Be the person you want to be. Right? 
 
 Note: The topic of both services on April 22 will be on How Jesus Heals Today. 
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Love Stoughton Area 

 

The church finished the painting project to add a splash of color  
in the house that FLC help build. Way to go LSA team!! 

 Next LSA Project! 
 

Stoughton Library Cleaning May 3,4 & 5th 
 

Love Stoughton Area is looking for people who will spend a couple of hours 
giving the Stoughton Library some tender loving care. We will work together 
to dust off the books and the shelves on the 3rd level of the library. The 
work will go quickly if you have a friend join you! So grab someone you 
want to spend some time with and pick a two hour shift! Day and evening 
shifts will be available, so there will be a time for everyone.  
 

Sign-ups will be at the Information Center in April, or contact Valerie at  
the church office. If you would like to become a part of the fun, join the  
Love Stoughton Area Team, and you will hear first about all  
upcoming projects. 



. 
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Baby Basket needs: 
 

 baby shampoo 
 sippy cups 
 crib sheets 
 

Items can be placed in the basket in the 
Lower Atrium or brought to the office.  
 

Thank you for giving generously  
to these little ones!  

15 Years Ago a Service Project was Born, Oh, Look How It’s Grown! 
 

Approximately 15 years ago the First Lutheran Church Baby Basket Ministry was born! The Social Ministry 
Committee worked under the direction of a Dane County Social Services nurse. Many who helped start this 
outreach are still involved today!  
 

Then as it is now, laundry baskets are filled monthly with necessary baby items such as blankets, baby wipes, 
shampoo, sleepers, onesies, a book and a toy, and a gift for Mom. Four outfits are also included to meet the 
seasonal and growing needs of the baby. Also included is a note letting the mothers know that the basket is 
prepared especially for them by the members of First Lutheran Church. These baskets are then distributed to 
expectant mothers who are in need. These baskets provide an invaluable tool to the nurses who work with 
these new moms during a tough time in their lives. 
 

Originally, the work space for this ministry was in the Pie Room in the Fellowship Hall. As the ministry grew, 
the space became too small and baby items were stored in several places around the church. Today, it is  
located in the Social Ministry room and has ample room for all the donated items. 
 

This ministry is fully supported by the generosity of First Lutheran congregants.  
Members purchase needed items and drop them off at the office or in  
labeled baskets near the Fellowship Hall and in the Narthex. The FLC  
Quilters provide many of the blankets that line the baskets. They also make  
special burp cloths from extra material. 
 

A sign-up sheet at the Information Center is available for anyone who would  
like to participate in the filling of the baskets. It’s a fun job for a family or a  
mentor with their mentee. Detailed instructions are provided on how to fill  
each basket, making some specifically for boys, some for girls and one for 
either sex. 
 

For a number of years, the Soul Sisters took time to straighten out the bins 
and sort any donated items. They also took time to make burp cloths and 
changing table pads. This ministry has benefitted financially from the Soul 
Sisters who donate funds to purchase any needed items, especially the 
Mom’s gifts. 
 

It is only because of the caring, generous spirit of the congregation that 
this ministry is so successful. We have received many letters that let us 
know the impact of these gifts. This is from our Dane 
County contact, “I am working with a young mother 
now and her family is struggling financially. So much 
so that her baby shower plans had to be canceled. I 
brought a basket from FLC of beautiful girl items to 
her last week and shouted, “Surprise! It’s your baby 
shower!” She teared up and happily went through the 
basket piece by piece, with tears rolling down her  
face the entire time. Please know that you are  
bringing so much joy to mothers in Dane County!” 

Please help us fill the baskets! 
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Learning about this Jesus ~ 
All children, 3 years-6th grade, are invited to attend 
either the 8:30 or 10:00 am session of First Kids. The 
same lessons are taught during each time period by 
our wonderful teachers!   

 

April 1st - Don’t be fooled...It’s EASTER!   Worship as a family!! There will be no First Kids program on 
Easter Sunday, but we will be back for four more Sundays in April!  
 

This month we learn about things that happened in Jesus’ life on earth with his disciples as witnesses. 
 

The April themes are: 
 

April  8 - A Miraculous Catch of Fish - Jesus is Amazing! 
April 15 - The Wise and Foolish Builder - Jesus is Trustworthy! 
April 22 - Jesus Eats with Sinners at Matthew’s House - Jesus came for everyone! 
April 29 - Jesus Heals a Lame Man by a Pool - Jesus is God! 

 

A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids are available on the website!  
Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home. 
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FLC 56er Mini Golf Event!! 
 

Who:  Fifth and Sixth Grade Students 
 

What:  56er event:  
 

Mini Golf Event at Vitense Golfland 
 

Play a round of mini golf and then choose  
one of the following: 
 

 2nd round of miniature golf 
 Batting cage tokens 
 (1) 6 minute session of hiball 
 Remote control boat tokens 
 Small bucket of range balls 
 Climb on the rock climbing wall 
 

Pizza and pop included as part of the fun 
 
 

When: April 22 from 12:00 - 3:00 pm 
 

Why: To have fun with faithful friends  
and meet new ones!   

 

Cost $10 per person 
 

Transportation:  If you would be willing to 
drive please e-mail Pastor Sara at  
pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com 

 

Adult Chaperones can sign up to help outside the  
56er room.   

56er’s  56er’s  56er’s  56er’s  
First Kids Sunday School 

Spring Program  
Sunday, June 3 at the  

10:00 am Worship Service 
 

First Kids will have an opportunity to 
share a special program with the  
congregation on Sunday, June 3  

at the 10:00 Worship Service. Children 
will learn the songs for the program  

during the Openings Time before First 
Kids classes during April & May.     

 

Leaders, Helpers, and Teachers  
are needed for VBS in June! 
 

Please contact Pastor Sara at  
873-7761 or e-mail her at  

 

Save the Date and tell 
your friends: 
 

VBS is June 10-14! 



. 

 

Pancakes at the Parsonage 
8am-9ish Saturday, Apr. 14 
 

What: Breakfast at Pastor Sara’s House 
 Pancakes, Bacon, Eggs,  Cereal, Juice,  
 Milk and Donuts. 
 

Who: Senior High Youth 
 

Where: 116 South Fifth Street 
  - Right by the church 
 

Why: Come and enjoy a  
 good breakfast, relax  
 a little and spend some 
 time together. Time to pray, goof around a 
 little and get off to the days activities. 
 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board.  

 
Youth Rummage Sale 
Saturday, April 21 
 

The Rummage Sale is Coming!  
Time to clean out the attic, garage, basement and 
closets! The annual Youth Rummage Sale is 
scheduled for April 21 (Some might need that 

much time.)   
 

This event is a huge fundraiser for the youth. You 
can feel good for two reasons: getting organized 
and donating your stuff to the youth!   
 

Donations can be brought to the designated alcove 
in Fellowship Hall. Please box them up and mark 
them “FLC Youth Rummage Sale.”  
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Youth and Family Ministries 

Lutherdale Camp  
 

Sixth Graders have received registration  
information about Confirmation Camp, which 
takes place June 17-22, 2018. This is a great 
way to begin the Confirmation experience. If  
you went last year and want to go again this 
year, please see Pastor Sara. 
 

Registration forms and brochures for all ages of 
campers grades 1-12 are available at the church 
or you can look online at www.lutherdale.org. 
Plan on making a week at Lutherdale a part of 
your summer this year. Scholarships are  
available.   
 

If you have questions about this, please contact  
Pastor Sara. 
 

Lutherdale Confirmation 
Camper Reminder! 

 

The balance due for Confirmation Camp at  
Lutherdale is $200. Please turn in your  
payments by Sunday, May 13, to the church  
office or Pastor Sara.  
 

Please remember that scholarships are  
available. Ask Pastor Sara for details. No child 
will be excluded due to a financial situation. 
Money towards camp can be earned by working 
the Rummage Sale and the Syttende Mai Food 
Stand. 
 

Mark your calendars for an Informational  
Meeting on Sunday, April 22 at 11:15 am. 
Campers will learn more about what happens  
at Lutherdale and all of the neat opportunities 
available!  

Syttende Mai Food Stand 
 

Syttende Mai is fast approaching, and the FLC 
Youth Food Stand tradition continues! This is a 
great way to serve the community and show  
others what is going on at FLC!   
 

Parking Lot:  
 Friday, May 18 5:00-8:00 pm 
 

Food Stand & Parking Lot: 
 Saturday, May 17 8:00 am-6:00 pm   
 Sunday, May 18 11:00 am-5:30 pm   

Youth Choir – 
AKA God’s Cool Youth Choir 

 

What: Youth Choir - singing, friendship and fun! 
 

When: After school on Wednesdays -  
 we will have snack from 3:30 -3:45 pm 
 and  then practice until 4:30 pm 
 

 

Contact Director Liz Nelson at 873-3608  
for more information 



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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