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May Worship 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 5  
Holy Communion 
Blessing of the Quilts 

  8:30 am - FLC Choir & Alleluia Bells 
10:00 am - Celebration  
 

Sunday, May 12 ~ Mother’s Day 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir & First Kids  
10:00 am - First Kids 
 

Sunday, May 19 ~ Syttende Mai 
Intinction Holy Communion 
  9:00 am - Worship Service 
 

Sunday, May 26 
  8:30 am - FLC Choir  
10:00 am - Baccalaureate Service  
  with Alleluia Bells 
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and lean not on your  

own understanding;  
in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, 

And He will make  
your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 



. 
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I remember reading an article 
where the author wrote that 
Easter is not just a day, it is a 
state of mind. He said we are 
called to be an Easter people all 
of the time. So, there is reason to 
be joyful, because we always live 
in the hope of the resurrection. 
 
Here’s a somewhat similar perspective written by a 
grandfather in a letter to his grandchildren: 

 

One of the most cherished beliefs we have 
is the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  
Death is a natural consequence of being 
human, but God doesn’t just leave us there. 
 

When it comes to Easter, there are two 
kinds of Christians in the world: those who 
giggle or even laugh, and those who 
don’t get the joke. 
 

My view of Easter has been 
partly expanded by the radical 
hospitality of God’s outrageous 
sense of humor. Humor is an 
important way God helps us 
understand the truth. 
 
Could it be that God invented the 
resurrection of Jesus as a dramatic 
reminder for us that death, for all its power 
to imprison us in our fears, will not be the 
end of life? God knows it helps when we 
can laugh away the closet-monsters that 
death can conjure up in our minds. 
 

I think God waits for us to get the joke 
life is always playing on death. Since the 
resurrection of Jesus is God’s joke on 
death, perhaps we should celebrate Easter 
on….April 1, April Fools Day! 

 
Times aren’t always easy, but living as an Easter 
people with hope and laughter sounds a lot better  
to me than sulking and moping our way through life. 
How about you? 

 
Always grateful for resurrection blessings, 
 
Pastor Lehman 

 

Council Highlights 
 

At its April meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

> Learned that attendance at the Lenten Suppers 
and Worship Services was strong. Expressed 
appreciation for all of the volunteers who 
helped make Lent such a special season. 

> Voted to invest money from a CD that recently 
matured into the church’s bond funds in order 
to gain a better rate of return. 

> Learned that the Rummage and Bake sale 
received almost $2,000 of proceeds for youth 
programs. 

> Expressed appreciation to ECI Consulting for 
their donation of office furniture, supplies and 
commercial grade shelving to the church.   

> Approved a recommendation from the Worship 
Committee to offer Cell Phone Sunday services 
once a quarter during the year. Also learned 
that the committee would like FLC to offer one 
bulletin free service, likely to take place in the 
summer. 

> Heard very positive reports 
about FLC’s giving to the 
General Fund and Follow Your 
Heart Appeal in March. 

> Approved a motion to request donations from 
the congregation that will be presented in the 
form of gifts to Pastor Sara on Sunday, July 28, 
the date scheduled to celebrate her 15th year 
at FLC, the 25th anniversary of her ordination 
and her 50th birthday...all in 2019! 

“Which do you think I’d be better at -  
bein’ a saint or an angel?” 
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Have a prayer request or would like your loved one 
to be listed in this section of the newsletter? 
Please contact the church office or a pastors.   

Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Mary Femrite 
Beverly Forton 
Lowell Kittleson 
Shirley Ramsden 

 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Udo Bresinger, father of Heidi Sehmer 
Haley Denzer 
Inga Flower 
Tabitha King, great niece of Sue Tarpinian  
Joyce Koskelin 
Ross Klassy, relative of Rikki Klassy 
Arden McClyman, friend of Aaron & Beth 

Johnson 
Lowell Pals, friend of Sue Tarpinian 
Pastor John Pannkuk, family friend of the 

Lehmans 
Pastor John Shep 

Congratulations to… 
 

Jeffrey & Kjersten Janowski on the recent  
baptism of their daughter, Kensli Jean. 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Stephanie Gilbert 
David Hermanson 
Ken Kluever, Sr. 
Doug Pfundheller 
Liz Nelson 
Donald Vike 
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Baby Baskets 

Thank you to all the confirmation 
mentors and mentees who helped 
fill baby baskets in the past few 
months. What a great way to spend 
time together while volunteering for 
a good cause!  
 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the 
donations of supplies for the baskets; thank you to all 
who faithfully give onesies, wipes, bottles and more!  

 

If you are interested in signing up for a month to 
fill the baby baskets, please contact Valerie in 
the church office or sign up in the Information 
Center.  

 

If you just would like to shop for items,  
we are in need of:  

M  baby books  M  shampoo/wash M   crib sheets. 

Thursday, May 2 at 6:30 pm 

Drop in the art room for relaxing conversation 

and soothing artistic endeavors.   

All are welcome! 

Q: 

 

A: You are a child 
of God! 



. 

 Small Groups and Fellowship Ministries  

Soul Sisters  

When are the times you've seen God leading you 
from the safest route to the one that helped you 
grow the most?  It may be because Jesus has an 
ultimate plan for you to serve others.    
 

Please join us in a discussion on 
these topics on Monday, May 20, 
when we gather to continue our 
Bible study series called  
Everybody Always by Bob Goff. 
We meet from 10:00-11:45 am in 
the Fireside room.  
 

Guests and new members are always welcome.  
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Book Club News  
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on  
Monday, May 20 at 7:15 pm to 
discuss The book The Trail of 
Broken Wings by Sejal Badani. 
 

 

The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet  
on Thursday, May 16 at 10:00 am in 
FLC’s Library. This month the book 
discussion will be on The Other  
Einstein by Marie Benedict. 

Circle 17 meets on Monday,  
May 13 at 11:30 am at Sunrise. 

 

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, May 14 

at 11:00 am at the VFW. Marno 
Stellmacher is the hostess. 

 

Phoebe Circle meets on Tuesday, 
May 14 at 7:00 pm at Valerie 

Vervoort’s. 

Women’s Circles 

 FLC Guys Golf  
 

The 2019 golf season is here. Outings will be 
scheduled the 2nd and 4th Tuesday morning of 
each month at area golf courses. Please join us 
for any of the outings that work for you. It’s a 
great opportunity for some fun on the course and 
fellowship with your FLC friends.  

May Outings: 

5/14 at 8:24 am ~ The Oaks Golf Course  
 in Cottage Grove 

5/28 at 8:30 am ~ Door Creek Golf Course  
 in Cottage Grove 

Please contact: Chuck Geurink  
(345-4333, cggeurink@charter.net)  
or Rich Albright (215-6027,  
albrightclannn@gmail.com) to  
indicate your interest.  

 

Game on and bring a friend.  

Quilters 
 

The Blessing of the Quilts is on Sunday, May 5. 
The quilters will meet on Saturday, May 4, at  
9:00 am to display the quilts. On Monday, May 6, 
they will take down the quilts at 9:00 am. 
 

See page 7 for more information on the quilters. 

Above: Soul Sisters at April Discussion 

Women’s Bible Study  

 

A new discussion will start in the fall. 



. 
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Love Stoughton Area 

Love Stoughton Area is preparing for a busy Spring & Summer season! We have three  
projects that we need to finish from last Fall and we have received more requests! The  
word is spreading that the people who attend First Lutheran Church are willing and able  
to help their neighbors. From small tasks to BIG building projects, Stoughton is realizing  
that LSA is a credible and reliable place to seek assistance.  
 
So, THANK YOU in advance for all we are going to accomplish this season!  
 

Upcoming Projects looking for Volunteers: 
 

  As soon as the weather is warm enough (in the 50’s consistently), we will be cleaning and  
painting a wheelchair ramp and a small porch. These will be jobs that we will tackle over  
two days….cleaning one day and staining a few days later. If you are interested in  
painting/staining, then these projects are for you. 

 
 We also have a couple of projects that will require getting our hands in the dirt!  One homeowner  

has hosta plants that need to be divided and prepared for new homes. We will be digging up the 
young plants and wrapping them to be given away. If you are in need of some shade plants or  
if you would just like to come and garden with us, this project is for you. 

 
 Finally, we have an enormous opportunity to help a local nonprofit organization called  

Fort Littlegreen. If you are not familiar with this little gem, it is Stoughton's only non-profit  

educational growing center dedicated to educating our youth and community on the  

wonders of nature. This kid-friendly farm invites families to learn to grow food  

themselves and help to preserve nature. Fort Littlegreen has contacted us to  

help with building a large deck off the back of their home to be used as a  

bird watching station. They have the supplies and a plan; they just need  

workers and a foreman. If you have deck building experience, please  

contact Valerie in the church office. When all the details are in place  

then we will need builders. Watch for more details. 

  

First Communion Class ~ April 2019 
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Have you ever cuddled up in a soft, warm quilt? If so, then you know the blessing that a quilt can be! 
This year, eleven ladies came together and created 67 quilts to donate to families in need. That is a  
LOT of fabric and batting! You may wonder where all of the materials come from. Much of it is donated 
from members of the congregation. Some bring fabric remnants from their own sewing and may even 
pick up some from thrift stores; and, others donate monetary gifts which the quilters use to buy backing 
and batting. 
 

On Monday mornings for three months, the ladies get together for sewing and fellowship. In mid  
morning, they take a break to sit and visit with each other and share some treats and coffee. During this 
time, they catch up on each other’s lives and get to know one another better. 
 

Do you have to be a quilter to be a part of this wonderful group? NO! In fact, no sewing is even required; 
but if you would like to learn, many of the ladies would be willing to teach you! Some of the ladies have 
been a part of this ministry for over 20 years and some are “babes” recently joining the group 2-3 years 
ago. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry, please contact Lou Ann Ellingson or the 
church office. 
 

Quilters who participated this year are:   
Helen Bakken, Lou Ann Ellingson, Inga Flower, Mary Furseth, Jeanne Gilbertson, Marion Heggestad, 
Jackie Kittelson, Ann Olson, Barb Stokstad, Kay Stokstad, and Delores Winden. 
 

The Quilters would like to extend their thanks to all who have donated fabric, yarn and thread. Also, a 
huge THANK YOU to those who have given money donations. It is all very much appreciated! 
 

Recipients of FLC’s quilts include: 
 Agrace Hospice 
 Dane County Social Services 
 Salvation Army Shelter for Women and Children 
 Skaalen Retirement Home 
 FLC Baby Baskets for Newborns in Need (Dane County Human Services) 
 Shillelagh Foundation for golf tournament (raffle/auction)  

Quilters Complete a Successful Year! Quilters Complete a Successful Year! Quilters Complete a Successful Year! 
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4th Graders learn to make Communion bread. 
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First Kids  
Spring Program  
Sunday, June 2 at the  

10:00 am Worship Service 
 

First Kids will have an opportunity to share a 
special program with the congregation on 
Sunday, June 2 at the 10:00 am service. 

Children will learn the songs for the program  
during the Openings Time before First Kids 

classes during April & May.     

 

Little Lambs Play Group 
 

You are invited to an informal playtime group for 
children 4 and under and their caregivers. Let 
kids have a little free play while the caregivers 

watch and provide support for each other.  
 

This group meets in the church’s Nursery  
from 8:30 - 10:30 am on Tuesday mornings. 

Join in the fun, bring a friend!  
 

Contact Jennifer Seehaver 
for more Information at 
(262) 573-3949. 
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Roar: Life is Wild—God is Good 
2019 Vacation Bible School 

will take place on June 23-June 27, Sunday through Thursday evenings. 
We will have dinner waiting at 5:30 pm with activities beginning at 6:00 until 8:15 pm 

 

This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life.  

 

Want to Lead? Sign up for Crew Leaders (helping a group of 5-6 kids through the evenings) or 
Station Leaders (providing learning for those groups) on the Bulletin Board  

in the upper Atrium or call Pastor Sara at 873-7761. 
 

Could you donate something?   
Here’s a list of all the stuff we need by June 9 to help us out: 

 

 jar of baby food     card board boxes medium and large     black balloons  
 white plastic table cloths     Frosted flakes     2 blue plastic table cloths 

 wet wipes     foam board     small plastic jars (10)     straws  
 river rocks   gold wrapping paper    4 aluminum roasting pans      3 oz. cups   
 4 beach balls      27 plastic emptied and clean beverage bottles (12-16 oz) 

Items to be loaned:  small blankets or throw rugs     decorative African items  
 decorative pillows     feather duster     2 child sized plastic wading pool    

 Stuffed Animals (especially lions, rhinos, giraffes, elephants, zebras, gazelles)    
 camp cot     wooden crates  

 

Registration is going on now! 
Fill out a registration form, return it to the church office by May 31 and your  

child receives a theme T-Shirt! Cost is $25 individually/ $40 per family.  
(Scholarships are available.) Invite friends and neighbors! 

 

We will also have a registration table open on May 12 in Fellowship Hall.  
You can check out the t-shirt size there! You can also purchase a music CD.  

Lots of fun awaits at the Roar VBS this summer! 
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 Has been learning about the stories of faith in 
the Old Testament.  

 

 Working on learning the Books of the Old 
Testament - remember to practice at home! 
 

 Lesson check-in on May 5. 6th graders bring 
completed books to camp. 5th graders turn 
completed books in to teachers.  

 

 Readers and greeters, ushers and Stage 
crew needed from this class for First Kids 
Spring Program on June 2. 

 

 Make a plan for worship this summer. It is  
easy to overlook worship with all the  
busyness. These days are vital in helping 
plant seeds for their future faith life.    
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Leaders, Helpers, and Teachers  
are needed for VBS in June! 

 

Please contact Pastor Sara at  
873-7761 or e-mail her at  

 

IMPACT 456 

All children, 3 years-6th grade, are invited to attend either the 
8:30 or 10:00 am session of First Kids. In May we will learn 
about Jesus and his role in our lives TODAY! 
 

The May themes are: 
 

May  5: Jesus Appears to the Disciples - Jesus helps us believe in Him! 
May 12: Jesus Talks with Peter - Jesus believes in us! 
May 19 : Syttende Mai — NO FIRST KIDS 
May 26: The Great Commission- Jesus is always with us! 

 

First Kids will sing I Am Trusting You on May 12. 
Links to songs for First Kids are available on the website!  

 

Memory work is also available on the church website for your use at home.  
Certificates for memory work completed will be awarded on June 2nd! 

The First Kids Spring Program will be Sunday, June 2nd, 10:00 Service!   
Kids will be practicing songs and readings during the month of May. 
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Youth and Family Ministries 
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Youth Rummage/Bake Sale 
Was a Success!  
 

This year’s Youth Rummage and Bake sale  
raised a little over $1,900 for campers attending  
Lutherdale Bible Camp this summer!   
 

Thank you to everyone who helped accomplish this 
goal. Thanks especially to the individuals who 
helped with setup, sales and clean-up!  
 

Thank you for supporting our youth!   

Attention Youth Musicians! 
 

Do you have a Solo and Ensemble piece to share? 
 

Have a recital coming up and need some extra  
practice in front of an audience? 
 

Have a couple of friends who love to share music 
together? 
 

See Pastor Sara for a time to share  
your music in worship!   

 
 

Baccalaureate  
Worship Service 
Sunday, May 26 at 10:00 am 
 

Join us for this special service to recognize  
our high school graduates! Caps and gowns  
will be worn, and a special photo/musical tribute 
will be shown. Graduates please get your photos 
in by Mother’s Day! 
 

Lenten Supper Thank You 
 

FLC thanks confirmand guides: 
Jeremy Eppler, Jody Gennrich, 
Angie Hjortland, Stacey Quam 
and the 7th, 8th and 9th grade 
confirmands for their work at the 
Lenten Suppers.  

 

These volunteers did a great job keeping things 
running smoothly, and all with a smile!  

 
Syttende Mai Food Stand 

 

Syttende Mai is fast approaching, and the FLC 
Youth Food Stand tradition continues! This is a 
great way to serve the community and show 
others what is going on at FLC!  Sign up on the 
Youth Bulletin Board to help. 
 

Parking Lot:  
 Friday, May 17 5:00-8:00 pm 
 

Food Stand & Parking Lot: 
 Saturday, May 18 8:00 am-6:00 pm   
 Sunday, May 19 11:00 am-5:30 pm   

Summer Youth  

Opportunities 
Summer is a busy time. Make sure you mark 

your calendars to spend time in your faith life 

along with all your other activities. Here are 

some ways you can engage your faith this 

summer. 
 

June 2: Help with the end of the year picnic.  

Play games with the younger kids. 
 

June 23–27: Help with Vacation Bible School.    

Sign up to help with a station or be a crew  

leader in the upper atrium. 
 

June 27: Bonfire in the Parking lot, 8:00 pm  

Hotdogs and s’mores followed by games and  

closing worship. Help is needed to plan this 

event. 
 

August 4: Make Sand candles. Come to worship, 

stay for ice cream and make a candle after 2nd 

service! 
 

August 11: Youth Worship Services   

Skit practice after the second service on  

August 11 for August 18. Actors, readers, 

greeters and musicians needed. 
 

August 13, 10:00 am ~ Come help sort items for 

baby baskets along with cookies and a nice tall  

glass of cold lemonade. 
 

Watch for more information on fun summer 

youth events here, via email and on the youth 

bulletin board. If you have an idea or want to 

help plan any event especially in late August or 

early September, please talk to Pastor Sara.    
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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