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August Worship 
 

Sunday, August 5  
Holy Communion 
Holy Humor Sunday 

At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services 
 

Sunday, August 12 
Youth Service 
At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services 
 

Sunday, August 19 

Intinction Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration  
 

Sunday, August 26 
Cell Phone Sunday 
 At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services 
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The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the skies 
above proclaim the work of 
his hands. ~ Psalm 19:1 
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Thank you for putting in new flower boxes!  
They are working well! 

Thank you Robin Robertson and Bob Christofferson for 
working hard to get them up during Spring Cleanup. 

from Pastor Sara 

Love Stoughton Area  

Project Update: 
 

Last month the LSA Ministry was able to spruce up the front 
yard of a Stoughton couple who can’t do as much outside as 
they used to because of chronic health issues. Over time,  
the area in front of the home had become overrun with 
weeds. Thanks to Susan Gimmestad, Rich Harms and Brad 
Stepp, we were able to clean out the weedy areas, lay down 
landscaping fabric, plant some bushes and finish it all off 
with mulch. Thanks to God’s mercy, the rain from the  
previous night had stopped in time for us to work and the 
soft ground made pulling the weeds a bit easier! The home 
had a fresh new look after we were done! The homeowners 
were delighted with their new front yard and couldn’t thank 
First Lutheran Church enough for their generosity!   
 

Upcoming Projects: 
 

Word has finally gotten out that First Lutheran Church Loves Stoughton!  We have several projects in the 
works right now!  What that means is this:  WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please contact Valerie at 873-7761 
or email administrative.assistant@flcstoughton.com if you have a particular project that you would like to 
help with.  
 

G Aug 11: Homeowner wants help cleaning out the gutters of his one-story home. 4-5 people 
needed for this project. 

 

G Date TBD: Homeowner needs help to finish an approximately 4 x 20 foot pathway that was 
started. LSA will be laying gravel and sand on top of landscape fabric. The materials are all  
ready, we just need some workers to finish it! 

 

G Date TBD: Homeowner would love help with her backyard: staining 
her deck, weeding in her perennial garden and digging out some bushes.  

 

G Date TBD: Homeowner has a wheelchair ramp that is in need of 
sanding and staining/painting.  

 

G Date TBD: Homeowner needs windows cleaned. 

Please bring your cell phone to church 
 

on Sunday, August  26 
for Cell Phone Sunday. 

 
You can participate by texting questions  

or comments during the sermon. 
 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 



. 

Did you know that some worship 
services in Africa last for hours? 
Sound crazy? People who attend 
those services may have walked 
many miles to participate. They 
also may have brought food to  
eat as a part of their Christian 
fellowship during the day. There  
is no 60 minute timeframe. It is a 
spectacular and more lengthy celebration. 
 

It is true that people worship God in many and 
various ways. In fact, we offer more special 
services at FLC compared to other congregations:  
Dixieland, Polka, Hymn Sings, Children’s Programs 
and Greening of the Church are just a few of our 
traditional favorites. 
 

But this August, we are going to offer two unique 
worship services at FLC that we have never offered 
before! 
 

On August 5, we will celebrate 
Holy Humor Sunday. This is a 
style of worship that has been 
offered by numerous churches 
in the US and often promoted 
by The Joyful Noiseletter, a 
publication we often use to 
share cartoons like the one 
displayed in the lower right corner. It will be a joyful 
service! 
 

August 26 is Cell Phone 
Sunday. Everyone is invited to 

bring their cell phones and text 
comments or questions during 

the sermon that will be sent to 
the Worship Booth. Later in the 

service, they will be displayed to 
the congregation so that the 

preaching pastor can elaborate on 
them or provide answers.  

 

You will be notified about the Scripture passages 
that will serve as the basis for the sermon the 
Sunday before this service and via email. That way 
you can come prepared! 
 

Never attended one of these services before?  
Great...invite a friend to come with you just to see 
what it is like! 

Pastor Lehman 
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At July meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

 Approved a part-time Program Assistant 
position to assist with the First Kids Ministry. 

 Received an update on the energy upgrade 
project that is being funded by Follow Your 

Heart appeal gifts. 

 Learned that FLC’s 4K program is already full 
with 20 children registered. 

 Expressed appreciation for Anna Callahan, 
who serving as a Counselor at Lutherdale 
Bible Camp. 

 Learned that there will be new groupings of 
children in the First Kids program 
beginning this fall. 

 Received favorable reports of financial giving 
to the General Fund and Appeal in June. 

 Celebrated the 
completion of more 
Love Stoughton Area 
Projects during the 
summer. 

 Expressed appreciation for FLC’s custodians 
who have been completing extra projects for 
the church during the summer. 

 Learned that nametags have been ordered for 
Council members and others to wear so that 
they would be more easily recognized by 
worshippers. 

LSA Clip Art 
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 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Chuck Gabby, father of Karen Pitney 
Doug Hoffman, nephew of Linda Halverson 
Doug Johnson, brother-in-law of Linda  

Halverson 
Kris Johnson 
Bill Koenes, father-in-law of Karen Pitney’s 

daughter 
Alex Kox, son-in-law of Rich and Heidi 

Harms 
Brian Kvalheim 
Jennie Lien, friend of David and Phyllis  

Leikness 
Charles Setnes, friend of Trisha Rorvig 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Mary Femrite 
Jerry Furseth 
Judy Furseth 
Myron Hauge 
Erlene Bishop Killeen 
Shirley Kleven 
Michelle Lunde 
Doug Pfundheller 
Elizabeth Reinstad 
Marno Stellmacher 

 
 
 

Have a prayer request or would like 
your loved one to be listed in this 
section of the newsletter?  
Please contact the church office or 
one of the pastors.   

The River Food Pantry 
 

On May 25, a group of dedicated volunteers went to help out 
at the River Food Pantry. The pantry is usually busy with  
customers on the Friday before Memorial Day but has a  
difficult time finding volunteers to work because many plan 
vacation around the 3 day weekend. Our group was kept busy 
with distributing bread, helping with the kitchen and just being 
a smiling face to those of Madison’s most needy.   
 

Would you like to be involved with River Food Pantry?   
Our next volunteer night will be Friday,  
August 24. We will carpool from  
Stoughton, meeting at the church at  
4:15 pm. If you prefer, you may meet  
us at the Food Pantry (2201 Darwin Rd,  
Madison) between 4:30 and 5:00 pm.  
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Monday,  
August 13 

at the Stoughton Country Club 
 

Registration is at 4:45 pm with 
tee off at 5:00 pm.    

  

Interested persons should sign 
up early, no later than August 6. 

Friends and family of FLC  
members are welcome! 

 

The fee is: $14 for golf 
  $15 for dinner 
 $11 for golf cart use 
 ($40 for everything) 
 

Payment should be made 
the day of the event with checks 
written out to "First Lutheran 
Church". Prizes and good  
fellowship will be included with 
this fun outing. 
 

Sign up in the Information  
Center or by emailing  

Kyle Gleason at  
kyle.p.gleason@gmail.com. 

  

FLC’s Annual 

mailto:kyle.p.gleason@gmail.com
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Circle 17 meets Monday,  
August 13 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Circle 3 meets Friday, August 17 at the church  
at 3:45 pm to travel to the Fireside for fish. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries  

 FLC Guys Golf  
 

Golf outings are scheduled for Tuesday mornings: 
 

G August 14, 8:33 am at Prairie Woods Golf 
Course in Avalon, WI. 

G August 28, 9:00 am at Pleasant View Golf 
Course in Middleton, WI. 

 

Please plan to join us for any of these outings that 
work for you. It’s a great opportunity for a fun  
activity and some fellowship with your FLC friends.  
 

Please contact:  

Chuck Geurink (cggeurink@charter.net, 345-4333) 

or Rich Albright (albrightclannn@gmail.com,  

215-6027) to indicate your interest.  

See you on August 14  

and/or August 28.  

Bring a friend.  
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Bible Journaling Continues 
through the summer! 

 

Come and spend a peaceful time with others as  

we get creative and express our faith through art. 
 

First Thursday of the Month ~ August 2nd! 
 

6:30-8:00 pm. in the Art Room. Bring your supplies 
or use ours! Treats too! 

 

Circle 3 at the Schoolhouse Cafe in Paoli, WI. 

Phoebe Circle, the Evening 
Book Group, Soul Sisters 
& the Women’s Bible Study 
are on a summer break. 

Book Clubs 
 

The Selah (Daytime) Group  
will meet on the third 
Thursday of each month at 
10:00 am at Milestone  
Senior Living. This month, 
on August 16, the book 
discussion will be on  
A Backpack, a Bear, and 
Eight Crates of Vodka: A 
Memoir by Lev Golinkin. 

Women Bible Study 
  

The group will be starting a new study series on 
September 24 by Ray Vander Laan called A Clash 
of the Kingdoms.  In this study, discover how 
Paul communicated the Good News of Christ to 
Philippi, a Roman colony that worshipped false 
gods. Can you live the message as Paul did while 
he encouraged the church in Philippi to consider 
itself a colony of heaven, 
not Rome? Consider your 
citizenship and the  
message you convey to 
the world as Ray Vander 
Laan takes you deeper 
into the culture of ancient 
Philippi.  
 

Join this group which 
meets the last Monday of 
each month. If you have 
any questions, please 
see Pastor Sara. 



. 
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Right Click: Parenting Your Teenager 
in a Digital World 
Sundays 6:00-7:00pm 
Sept. 23-Oct.21 
 

Feel like your kids are drowning 
in a sea of new questions, apps 
and devices?   
 

Want to talk about digital media 
more with your kids but aren’t 
sure how?  
 

Help is here. Using the book 
Right Click this small group 
will guide discussions to help 
you think and talk differently about digital media, as you  
learn from inspiring and creative parents like you who  
navigate theses ever-changing waters day after day.   
 

Learn about : 
G Teaching your kids to use social media responsibly 
G How to set limits on devices without isolating your kids 

from their friends. 
G How to handle the tough stuff: inappropriate sharing, 

bullying, etc. 
G How to make digital media a force that knits your family 

together rather than ripping you apart at the seams.  
 

This study will equip your family to approach this new 
connected world like a team.  

Sign up in the Information Center.   
Pastor Sara will lead the Discussions. 

Looking for a way to help the  
Baby Basket ministry?  

 

We will be having a sorting event on 
Monday, August 13, at 10:00 am. We 
have many items that have been  
donated that need to be organized by 
size and season and then put into bins. 
 

This is a fantastic way to learn more 
about the ministry if you are unfamiliar 
with what goes into  
each basket. Also,  
it will be fun for  
those of us who  
just like to look at  
cute baby clothes! 

 
 

Once again this year, the Social Committee will be collecting school items for Lutheran World Relief.  These 
kits are sent to places where even the few required school supplies may be more that a family can afford. 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. We can help “write a positive future” for 
children in these needy countries by sending them pencils and paper. 
 

Please only bring items that are on the list and place them in baskets in the Narthex or upper atrium. To  
complete an entire school kit for one child, you may purchase all the items listed below: 
 

 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 

 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side &  inches on the other. 

 ONE pencil sharpener 

 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades  

work well) 

 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secured with a rubber band  

 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secured with a rubber band  

 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 ONE 2 ½”  eraser 

Q: What is the best gift 
you can give someone you 
care about? 

A: Share  

your  

faith! 
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One Time Faith 5 for all Ages 
Potluck ~ September 16 from 6:00-7:15 PM 
 

6:00 - 6:30 pm  Dinner and play time 
6:30 - 6:45 pm Group Activity 
6:45 - 7:15 pm Free Time (Stage and Playground Open) 
 

Sign up in the info Center or  
email pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com 

 

Faith 5 Parents Group 
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 pm  
September 20-October 18 
 

Imagine a home where every person feels loved, valued, and heard. Imagine a family that seeks God's  
wisdom, will, and Word together. Imagine an intimate, affectionate community where every night is an  
experience of caring, sharing, comfort, and peace. 
 

You can make this beautiful picture a reality in your home. But it won't happen by accident--you need a plan! 
Holding Your Family Together is a workable, powerful plan based on a simple nightly routine: Share, Read, 
Talk, Pray, Bless. This is FAITH5, and it has transformed families around the world. No matter your 
child's age or your family's unique situation, FAITH5 can work for you. Inside you'll find everything you need 
to get your family into a nightly habit that will open your hearts to each other and to God. 
 

FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The Home) is a simple, easy-to-implement faith practice, perfect for incorporating 
into your bedtime routine for five to fifteen minutes a night. When done over time, the FAITH5™ carries the 
power to enrich communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, and promote mental, physical and  
spiritual health. The five steps are: 
 

 SHARE your highs and lows 

 READ a Bible verse or story 

 TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows 

 PRAY for one another's highs and lows 

 BLESS one another 

 

Class will meet in the Library. Sign up in the Information Center. Let Pastor Sara know if you might need 
child care. Pastor Sara will lead the group.    

This Fall... 

First Kids can use a few good adults (and high schoolers) 
to help teach or substitute! 

 

Do you love Jesus? Do you want kids to know more about their faith? Are you 
willing to share of yourself and your time? Then you would make a great First 
Kids teacher! The best part is you work in teams  so you meet some awesome 
people. Most individuals teach every other week and have a helper with  
6-12 children.  
 

Occasionally we need people who are willing to substitute for a class. If you 
can’t commit to a whole year but are willing to be on a substitute list this would 
be for you!    

 

Contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761 if you would like to work with First Kids! 
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http://www.faith5.org/share/share
http://www.faith5.org/read/read
http://www.faith5.org/talk/talk
http://www.faith5.org/pray/pray
http://www.faith5.org/share/share


. 

August 2018 |  9 

 

So many beginnings at this time of year, which means it is time to sign up your child for their Christian 
Education with First Kids! Sessions are provided during both church services, 8:30 and 10:00 am. 
There’s an adult class at 10:00 am too.  
 

Families can worship together and learn during the opposite time or kids can go to sessions while adults 
go to church. Your choice!   
 

The Registration form is included in this newsletter. 
 
 

The fun begins on September 9 with Rally Day! That means a picnic and games for everyone! 
 

This Year the Pre K - 3rd graders will be Digging In to the Life of Jesus 
 Sept. 9: Rally Day 
 Sept. 16: Jesus Describes His True Family 
 Sept. 23: Jesus Calms the Storm 
 Sept. 30: Jesus Heals A Bleeding Woman and Restores a Girl to Life 

 

Ready for school, college, or training of some kind?   
Bring your backpack to church on September 2 and 
be blessed as you begin a new year of learning! 
 

All students of all ages are welcome. We have  
special name tags for your backpack and special 
prayers for you. Step out in faith as you head to 
school. 

4th-6th Graders or IMPACT 456 will be learning about the Old Testament.   
 

Orientation: August 27 at 6:30 pm 
 

Watch for more information about IMPACT 456 in the mail!   
 

 Sept. 9: Rally Day 
 Sept. 16: Creation of the World 
 Sept. 23: Creation of People 
 Sept. 30: The Fall 

It’s going to be a great fall at FLC! 

BACKPACK-ERS 
BLESSING  

 

on Sunday,  
September 2! 

Sunday, September 9 
Churchwide Picnic  
following the second service. 
 

 Fun for all! 
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Summer is a busy time. Make sure you mark your 

calendars to spend time in your faith life along 

with all your other activities. Here are some ways 

you can engage your faith this summer. 
 

b August 8 ~ Bonfire in the Parking lot, 7:00 pm  

Hotdogs and s’mores followed by games and  

closing worship. Help is needed to plan this 

event. 

b August 13, 10:00 am ~ Come help sort items 

for baby baskets along with cookies and a nice 

tall glass of cold lemonade. 

b Anyone want to go for a spur of the moment 

day trip to Devil’s lake for hiking? Let Pastor 

Sara know, and we will watch the weather and 

take off for a day.   
 

Watch for more information on fun summer 

youth events here, via email and on the youth 

bulletin board. If you have an idea or want to help 

plan any event, especially a back to school event 

for late  August or early September, please talk to 

Pastor Sara.    

 

Youth and Family Ministries 

Summer Youth  

Opportunities 

 

Confirmation 
 

Another exciting year of Confirmation 
preparation is beginning! Here are  
some important dates for 7th, 8th and 
9th graders:  
 

Wednesday, August 22…Orientation 
 

 6:00-7:00 pm: 7th and 8th grade orientation 
 

 7:30 pm: 9th grade orientation 
 

Registration fees: $50 for 7th and 8th graders 
 $30 for 9th graders 

Scholarships available!!! 
  

Participants will be signing up for Sunday morning 
Service Projects and Parents as Partners. For those 
unable to attend the orientation, the Sunday morning 
Service Projects and Parents as Partners will be 
scheduled for you!   
 

Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 pm 
 

Confirmation starts for 7th and 8th graders. Come 
early to eat supper with everyone! 
 

Wednesday, September 12 at 8:00 pm:  
 

Parents and mentors of 9th graders will be asked to 
attend this start-up meeting!   
 

Sunday, September 16 at 5:15 pm:  
 

Confirmation starts for 9th graders! Come for a fun 
filled evening with other Senior High Youth. 
 

Sunday, September 23 at both services: 
 

Blessing for 7th graders, parents, guides and  
9th grade mentors. 

Summer Youth Worship  
August 12th 
 

Attention Youth!  We will be doing a worship  
service entirely led by the youth Grades 6-12  
in August. Look on the Youth Bulletin Board to  
sign up to play an instrument, sing a song, usher, 
greet, or help lead the message.    
 

Contact Pastor Sara for more information.  
 

 

Wanted: 9th Grade  
Confirmation Mentors 

 

Each year FLC’s 9th grade students ask  
someone from the congregation to be their 
mentor. Challenge yourself! Ask someone that 
is not your relative, who has similar interests, 
who you have seen active in the church or even 
someone you sit by in worship and want to get 
to know better! 
 

Interested in being a mentor to 9th graders?  
Please contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761 or  
pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. Mentors do  

Confirmation Guides 

 

Kind, funny, friendly, energetic, kid-loving and  
sometimes silly adults are needed to lead a 
group of six to eight Confirmation students on 
Wednesday evenings starting in September from 
6:30 to 7:45 pm. Guides can co-lead if  
necessary. No prior experience is needed! 
 

Those who are interested should contact  
Pastor Sara. Come share life experiences as 
confirmands learn more about their faith!! 



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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