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September Worship 
 

Sunday, September 2  
Holy Communion 
Labor Day Service 
Ben Pallangyo Faith Talk 

At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services 
 

Sunday, September 9 
Rally Day 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration  
 

Sunday, September 16 

Intinction Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration  
 

Sunday, September 23 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration  
 

Sunday, September 30 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration  
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Dear FLC Congregation, Musicians and Council, 
 

Thank you for the wonderful celebration in honor of my 30 years of service at FLC. In answer 
to everyone's question, yes I was surprised. Seeing 30 years of life on a video screen is  
rather humbling, but it brings back a lot of memories. For those who don't know, the video was 
cleverly designed by Diane Sparkman and accompanied by FLC's Alleluia Bells playing a fine 
rendition of "This Is Amazing Grace". 
 

The monetary gift was overwhelming. The accompanying note said it was to be used for a trip to Austria or wherever I  
wanted to go. I visited Austria many years ago and loved everything about it. Whether I decide to go back to Austria or  
adventure to a different location, I am extremely grateful to FLC for the trip. 
 

When I was asked to temporarily fill in as the Senior Bell director in 1988 I couldn't have envisioned directing a high quality 
bell group 30 years later. I was asked because I could read music, but I knew nothing about directing (I started ringing bells 
seven years earlier, so at least I knew how to play a bell). All I had really done musically to that point was play percussion in 
the high school band. Over the last few years I've assumed directing the FLC Choir, directing FLC's music program and leading 
the Celebration Praise Band – all when the prior leaders retired or moved (good thing I don't play the organ or piano!). 
 

FLC's congregation and council have been extremely supportive of the music program over 
the years, and for that I am most appreciative. FLC's staff over the years has been good  
to work with too. Music leaders in other churches aren't always as fortunate. Many  
churches are in decline, and music programs are declining with them. FLC's music program 
is currently doing well, but there is always room for more people to participate (hint). 

 

Special thanks to FLC's bell ringers, singers and instrumentalists who have generously 
shared their time and talents over the years. Music directors tend to get credit, but it's 
the musicians who deserve it. They volunteer their time attending practices and offering 
music on Sunday mornings and on other occasions to enhance the worship experience.      
 

It's truly been a blessing to have served at FLC for 30 years. It isn't something I would 
have envisioned, but God's grace has made it happen. Thanks again for the celebration. 

God's Blessings to All of You, 
Mary Nelson 

A Message from Mary... 

   Baby Baskets 
 

On August 13, sixteen of our members got together to sort donated 
baby items…everything from cute baby clothes to toys and blankets. 
An old English proverb says, “Many hands make light work,” and 
this was truly the case on Monday. We had all the items sorted and 
placed in their correct bins in less than an hour.  
 

Thank you so much to all the hard working volunteers! 
 

Now that all these items are put away, we have a better idea what we are in 
need of for the coming months: 
 

 b Baby Shampoo  b Sippy Cups      b Diapers: sizes1 or 2 

b Girls onesies: sizes 6-9 and 9-12 month b Boys sleepers: size 9-12 month 

              b Hooded towels (both girls and boys)  
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Have you ever wondered how the 
church grew so fast after Jesus 
ascended into heaven? 
 

How could they possibly sing at 
the open graves of their loved 
ones? Smile at their executioners 
when tied to stakes or thrown in 
dungeons? Shout songs of victory 
when tossed into arenas to be torn by wild 
animals? 
 

These are good questions to ponder if we are 
committed to sharing the great news of the gospel 
with people in Stoughton. Here’s some food for 
thought. 
 

Author George Buttrick said that the early 
Christians possessed six characteristics that many 
church members today do not have: 

1. They had a transforming communicable 
experience of the living Christ. 

2. They had a passion to pass this experience 
along to others. 

3. They had an unbreakable fellowship with other 
members of the church. 

4. They had a love for people which was not 
dependent on being loved, liked or flattered; a 
love not in terms of sentimental feeling but of 
tenacious goodwill and high desire. 

5. They had an inward security or peace that was 
not dependent on the number of things there 
are to do in a day. 

6. They had a deep sense of joy 
that was not dependent on 
being happy; for joy is not the 
opposite of unhappiness but 
the opposite of unbelief, and the word joy is too 
great and grand to be confused with happiness.  
It was joy and peace that Jesus said he left 
people in his will. 

 

Peace and joy. An experience of Christ. Do we 
have any of these because of our faith? 
 

This fall, our sermons will be based on the stories 
from the gospel of Mark. They are old stories about 
the early Christians, but they can encourage us in 
our faith so that peace and joy may ultimately be 
ours through Christ. 
 
See you soon in worship! Pastor Lehman 
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At August meeting, FLC’s Council: 
 

b Discussed how to 1) provide communion to 
worshippers with physical difficulties, and       
2) encourage parents with loud children to 
use the narthex or nursery as needed. 

b Voted to purchase magnetic nametags to help 
worshippers identify Council members, staff 
working on Sunday mornings, ushers, etc. 

b Appointed Karen Spilde to complete the term of 
Tammy Beach, who moved to Stevens Point. 

b Expressed appreciation for 
the congregation’s strong 
giving to the general fund and 
Follow Your Heart appeal even 
when they were out of town 
during the summer.  

b Learned that the Choir Room had new tile 
installed, one of FLC’s appeal projects.  
Also, most U-shaped lighting in the lower level 

will be replaced with LED lighting by Rally Day. 

b Approved Emillee Purcell as a new Program 
Assistant to help Pastor Sara with FLC’s 
education program. She helped with Vacation 
Bible School last June and did a fine job! 

FLC will begin a new program this September  
of offering Faith Talks by members of our 

church. The goal is to offer these talks once  
a month. Ben Pallangyo will kick off this  

program on September 2 at both services. 
 

Ben was born and raised in Tanzania, Africa,  
close to where medical missionaries  

Dr. Mark and Linda Jacobson serve. He  
started the Ombeni Foundation, an  

organization dedicated to helping orphaned 
children in his native country. 
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 Sharing and Caring 

Special Prayers for… 
Sue Albright 
Jean Elliott, mother of Wayne Kiefer 
Chuck Gabby, father of Karen Pitney 
Roseann Knutson, mother of Lori Moll 
Bill Koenes, father-in-law of Karen Pitney’s 

daughter 
Alex Kox, son-in-law of Rich & Heidi Harms 
Bob Leonard, father of Gaye Lehman 
Jennie Lien, friend of David & Phyllis Leikness 
Bob Maraccini, brother-in-law of Jane Freck 
Dick Moriarty 
Eugenia Shep, mother of Pastor Shep 
 

Known to have been hospitalized… 
Edith Christianson 
Ken Kluever, Sr 
Erlene Bishop Killeen 
Sonija Olstad 
Jill Reedy 
Elizabeth Reinstad 
Marno Stellmacher 

 
September 6 ~ 6:30 -8:00 pm 

in the Art Room 
 

September’s theme is our beautiful 
world through the creation story and 
Noah’s Ark using watercolors and  
stickers! Supplies will be available for 
your use. Children with accompanying 
adults are welcome. A snack will also 
be provided. 

It's Time to  
 Join the FLC Choir 
 

Congratulations to…  

Anthony and Kathryn (Beck) Galston on the 
baptism of their daughter, Eliza Josephine. 

Our Sympathy to the family of… 
Noah Garrett 
Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich 
Donald Hanson 
Myron Hauge 
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman 

     We would like to express our  
gratitude to everyone in the FLC  
family. We recently heard some  
of our Pastors say "love your  
people". That has clearly passed  
on through the congregation. From 
the moment of Lukas' accident, we 
have been helped by so many of 
you. We had visits daily from  
representatives of FLC, hundreds  
of visits from people, gifts of food  
and gift cards for gas and food,  
messages and cards, and most of  
all, your prayers. We appreciate  
you all so very much. Your  
continued prayers, love and  
support are very much appreciated. 
 

Bob and Linda Christofferson 
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Circle 17 meets Monday,  
September 10 at 11:30 am at  
Sunrise Family Restaurant. 
 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Women’s  

Circle News 

Circle 3 meets Tuesday, September 11, at  
Pizza Hut at 11:00am. Shirley Erdahl is hosting. 
 

Phoebe Circle meets Tuesday, September 11  
at 7:00 pm at Laura Stokstad’s. 

 Small Group and Fellowship Ministries  
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Circle 3 at The Fireside’s Fish Fry. 
Book Clubs 
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 
Monday, September 17 at 7:15 pm. 
The book to be discussed is Before 
We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. 

 

The Selah (Daytime) Group will meet 
on the third Thursday of each month 
at 10:00 am at Milestone Senior 
Living. This month, on September 20, 
the book discussion will be on Killers 
of the Flower Moon by David Grann. 

Sunday, September 9 
Churchwide Picnic  
following the second service. 

 Fun for all! 

Women Bible Study 
  

The group will be starting a new 
study series on September 24 by 
Ray Vander Laan called A Clash  
of the Kingdoms.  In this study, 
discover how Paul communicated 
the Good News of Christ to Philippi, 
a Roman colony that worshipped 
false gods. Can you live the message as Paul did 
while he encouraged the church in Philippi to  
consider itself a colony of heaven, not Rome? 
Consider your citizenship and the message you 
convey to the world as Ray Vander Laan takes you 
deeper into the culture of ancient Philippi.  
 

Join this group which meets the last Monday of 
each month. If you have any questions, please see 
Pastor Sara. 

Soul Sisters 
 

Soul Sisters will meet on Monday, 
September 17 from 10:00-11:45 am  
in the Fireside Room. A special NEW 
four-lesson series by Max Lucado 
called Because of Bethlehem will 
reveal why God wanted us to know 
he was human, like us. Learn about 
the promises of Christmas that linger long after 
the holiday guests have left and the lights have 
come down.   
 

Guests and new members are always welcome at 
our once-a-month gathering.   

Bible Study Small Groups 
 
 

Laura Stokstad’ s Group is reforming and  
welcomes new members as they choose a study. 
This group meets at 1:00 pm on Tuesday afternoons 
at Laura’s home. For more information contact,  
Erlene @ 608-449-6540. 
 

Bible and Brews will meet again in January. 
Watch for more info. 

MSG - Monday Small Group 
Adding a Little Salt to your Life! 
 

Meeting Weekly Starting  
September 10 from 7:00-8:30 pm 
 

This fall we will be doing a six session 
video based study called Joseph: 
Waiting on God’s Timing. Study 
guides and books will be available 
from Pastor Sara the first night.   
 

Sign up in the Information Center or e-mail Pastor 
Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com to join this 
small group. (Note: We will not meet on October 15 )  
Children can play in the Nursery while we meet in  
the Library.  

FLC is collecting school items for  
Lutheran World relief & the Stoughton 
Area Schools through September 16. 
Please see the Atrium Bulletin Board 
for a list of items needed. 
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Right Click: Parenting Your 
Teenager in a Digital World 
Sundays 6:00-7:00pm Sept. 23-Oct.21 
 

Feel like your kids are drowning in a sea of new 
questions, apps and devices?   
 

Want to talk about 
digital media more 
with your kids but 
aren’t sure how?  
 

Help is here. Using 
the book Right Click 
this small group will 
guide discussions to 
help you think and talk 
differently about digi-
tal media, as you  
learn from inspiring 
and creative parents 
like you who navigate theses ever-changing  
waters day after day.   
 

Learn about : 
G Teaching your kids to use social media  

responsibly. 
G How to set limits on devices without isolating 

your kids from their friends. 
G How to handle the tough stuff: inappropriate 

sharing, bullying, etc. 
G How to make digital media a force that knits 

your family together rather than ripping you 
apart at the seams.  

 

This study will equip your family to approach 
this new connected world like a team.  

Sign up in the Information Center.   
Pastor Sara will lead the Discussions. 

 

Case for Christ for Teens 
Sunday Sept. 23 

11:15-12:15 am (Lunch provided) 
 

High School Teens and friends are invited take 
part in this  study that will take place 4 times 
throughout the fall. Sign up on the Youth Bulletin 
Board. Here is what it’s about.   
 

There’s little question that he actually lived. But 
miracles? Rising from the dead? Some of the  
stories you hear about him sound like just that - 
stories. A reasonable person would never believe 
them, let alone the claim that he’s the only way to 
God! But a reasonable person would also make 
sure that he or she understood the facts before 
jumping to conclusions. 
 

Lee Strobel - an award-winning legal journalist 
with a knack for asking tough questions - decided 

felt certain his findings would bring Christianity’s 
claims about Jesus tumbling down like a house of 
cards. He was in for the surprise of his life.  
 

In this group we will join him 
as he retraces his journey from 
skepticism to faith. You’ll  
consult expert testimony as 
you sift through the truths that 
history, science, psychiatry, 
literature, and religion reveal. 
Like Strobel, you’ll be amazed 
at the evidence - how much 
there is, how strong it is, and 
what it says. The facts are in. 
What will your verdict be in The Case for Christ? 

What a beautiful night for golfing! The FLC Annual Golf Scramble was a success. The Stolen 
group (Mike & Stacey Stolen, Chuck Geurink, Jerry Jackson, and Rich Albright) took away the 
win with a score of 2 under par for the 9 hole scramble. A great time was had by all!   
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Q: Life too busy? 

A: Be Beloved. 

Not Busy! 
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Love Stoughton Area  

Project Updates 
 

At the end of July, the Love Stoughton Area Ministry (LSA) through God’s 
grace, was able to do “more than a Stoughton family could ask or imagine.” 
Going into this project, we were shorthanded and so a call was put out for 
another volunteer. Hoping for one more helper, FOUR additional people 
showed up to the home on Saturday morning! WOW! Because of these 
additional workers, this patio build became a front yard makeover. 
In addition to a beautiful, solidly built brick patio, the homeowners received sidewalk 
edging, weed removal, and new mailbox decor.  
 

Thank you to all who participated! God used you in a mighty way to bless this family! 
 
On August 11th, six FLC members took time out of their  
Saturday morning to clean out the gutters of a Stoughton man’s 
home. We had a beautiful day and we made quick work of  
emptying the gutters of bucketful’s of debris.  
 

Thank you to everyone who came! 
 
 

Upcoming Projects 
 

New projects continue to come in to the Love Stoughton Area Ministry. Some of them we would like to 
complete before the ‘fall rains’ and the ‘winter snows’. Here are 2 we are working on finding volunteers 
for now: 

G 1. Date TBD  This homeowner would love help with her backyard: staining her deck,  
weeding in her perennial garden and digging out some bushes. She loves to be outside, but her 
heart problems keep her from doing what she loves...working in her garden and yard. 

G 2. Date TBD  This homeowner has an approximately 20 foot long wheelchair ramp that is  
in need of cleaning and staining. She uses this ramp daily and would like for it to be properly 
maintained and protected from our Wisconsin winter weather. 

 
Words cannot express the JOY that you will feel when helping out for even  
1-2 hours on a project. The people who request help are so appreciative! 
Many that I talk to try to get professional help, but their calls go unanswered 
typically because the job is small and not one that will generate much money. 
Let’s show Stoughton Christ’s love by being his hands and feet for those who 
need help. Please contact Valerie at 873-7761 if you know of a project or 
would like to volunteer. Email: administrative.assistant@flcstoughton.com 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Food for Kidz will be at the Stoughton Fire  

Station on Saturday, October 20. Look for a sign 
up later this month for your chance to help fill bags 

of food for kids around the world! 
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 FLC Guys Golf  
 

Golf outings are scheduled for Tuesday mornings: 
 

G September 11, 10:00 am at Glen Erin Golf 
Course in Janesville, WI 

G September 25, 10:00 am at Briges Golf Course 
in Madison, WI 

 

Please plan to join us for any of these outings that 
work for you. It’s a great opportunity for a fun  
activity and some fellowship with your FLC friends.  
 

Please contact:  

Chuck Geurink (cggeurink@charter.net, 345-4333) 

or Rich Albright (albrightclannn@gmail.com,  

215-6027) to indicate your interest.  

One Time Faith 5 for all Ages 
Potluck ~ September 16 from 6:00-7:15 PM 
 

6:00 - 6:30 pm  Dinner and play time 
6:30 - 6:45 pm Group Activity 
6:45 - 7:15 pm Free Time (Stage and Playground Open) 

 

Sign up in the info Center or  
email pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com 

 

Faith 5 Parents Group 
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 pm, September 20-October 18 
 

Imagine a home where every person feels loved, valued, and heard. Imagine a family that seeks God's  
wisdom, will, and Word together. Imagine an intimate, affectionate community where every night is an  
experience of caring, sharing, comfort, and peace. 
 

You can make this beautiful picture a reality in your home. But it won't happen by accident--you need a plan! 
Holding Your Family Together is a workable, powerful plan based on a simple nightly routine: Share, Read, 
Talk, Pray, Bless. This is FAITH5, and it has transformed families around the world. No matter your 
child's age or your family's unique situation, FAITH5 can work for you. Inside you'll find everything you need 
to get your family into a nightly habit that will open your hearts to each other and to God. 
 

FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The Home) is a simple, easy-to-implement faith practice, perfect for incorporating 
into your bedtime routine for five to fifteen minutes a night. When done over time, the FAITH5™ carries the 
power to enrich communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, and promote mental, physical and  
spiritual health. The five steps are: 
 

 SHARE your highs and lows 

 READ a Bible verse or story 

 TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows 

 PRAY for one another's highs and lows 

 BLESS one another 

 

Class will meet in the Library. Sign up in the Information Center. Let Pastor Sara know  
if you might need child care. This is the introductory class. Pastor Sara will lead the group.    

This Fall... 
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FLC has 2 opportunities in October for pottery. 
 

 In October, we will have a 4 week class for  
1.5 hours per night for $90 for each person on 
Thursday nights, 7:00-8:30 pm. 

 (October 4, 11, 18, and 25) 
 

 A 1 time 2 hour class for $40 per person will be 
available on Friday October 5 from 6:30-8:30 pm. 

 

We need 4-8 people for each class. 
 

Sign-ups will be in the Information Center. 

http://www.faith5.org/share/share
http://www.faith5.org/read/read
http://www.faith5.org/talk/talk
http://www.faith5.org/pray/pray
http://www.faith5.org/share/share
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So many beginnings at this time of year, which means it is time to sign up your child for their Christian 

Education with First Kids! Sessions are provided during both church services, 8:30 and 10:00 am.  

Families can worship together and learn during the opposite time, or kids can go to sessions while adults 

go to church. Your choice!   

The fun begins on September 9 with Rally Day! That means a picnic and games for everyone!  
There will be a Soak-N-Wet game if kids want to participate at the picnic, so bring a change of clothes  
and a towel. 

This Year the Pre K - 3rd graders will be Digging In to the Life of Jesus 
 Sept. 9: Rally Day 
 Sept. 16: Jesus Describes His True Family 
 Sept. 23: Jesus Calms the Storm 
 Sept. 30: Jesus Heals A Bleeding Woman and Restores a Girl to Life 

4th-6th Graders or IMPACT 456 will be learning about the Old Testament.   
 

 Sept. 9: Rally Day 
 Sept. 16: Creation of the World 
 Sept. 23: Creation of People 
 Sept. 30: The Fall 

It’s going to be a great fall at FLC! 

First Kids can use a few 
good adults (and high 

schoolers) to help teach 
or substitute! 

 

Do you love Jesus? Do you want kids to know 
more about their faith? Then you would make a 
great First Kids teacher! The best part is you work 
in teams so you meet some awesome people.  
 

Occasionally we need people who are willing to 
substitute for a class. If you can’t commit to a 
whole year but are willing to be on a substitute list 
this would be for you!    

 

Contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761 if you would like 
to work with First Kids! September 2018 |  9 

FLC IMPACT 456 

Hayride & Bonfire 
Event!! 

 

When:   October 7  from 3:30-6:00 pm 
Who:  Fourth, Fifth & Sixth Grade Students 

What:  Impact 456 event 
Where:  At Schuster’s Farm  

Menu:  Hotdogs and S’mores 
Why:  To have fun with faithful friends and 

meet new ones!   
If you would be willing to drive, please e-mail 
Pastor Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. 
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Youth and Family Ministries 
 

Confirmation 
 

Another exciting year of Confirmation 
preparation is beginning! Here are  
some important dates for 7th, 8th and 
9th graders:  
 

 

Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 pm 
 

Confirmation starts for 7th and 8th graders. Come 
early to eat supper with everyone! 
 

Wednesday, September 12 at 8:00 pm:  
 

Parents and mentors of 9th graders will be asked to 
attend this start-up meeting!   
 

Sunday, September 16 at 5:15 pm:  
 

Confirmation starts for 9th graders! Come for a fun 
filled evening with other Senior High Youth. 
 

Sunday, September 23 at both services: 
 

Blessing for 7th graders, parents, guides and  
9th grade mentors. 

 

 

Senior High Youth Group 
 

What:  A group just for Senior High Youth filled 
 with fun, faith and growth!    
 

When:  September 16 at 5:00pm!  
 

Don’t miss this event planning meeting and  
Bonfire! Bring your calendars! 

 

Where:  At FLC  
 

Who: Youth in grades 9-12   
 

Bring Friends and a calendar! 
 

10th Graders ~ Remember that this is the night 
you put your hands on the wall! 

 
Schuster’s  
Haunted Forest  
Friday, October 5 

 

Senior High Youth and Friends: 
Endure a nerve racking ride into the deep dark 

woods and stumble to the gates of camp Schuster!  
Come back to church for a fire and s’mores.   

 

Meet at church at 6:30 pm to car pool to Schusters. 
Adult drivers needed. 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board 
 

 

Youth Choir News 
 
FLC will have a Youth Choir this school year, but it 
will proceed with a reduced practice and singing 
schedule. The group will sing for the December 9 
youth service, a Lenten service or two and in the 
spring.  
 

Look for future information regarding practices, 
which will be scheduled a few weeks before the 
Youth Choir will be singing.   
 

Contact Director Liz Nelson or Mary Nelson if you 
have questions. 

Pancakes at the Parsonage 
Saturday, October 13 
8am-9ish  
 

What: Breakfast at  
Pastor Sara’s House: 

 Pancakes, Bacon,  
Scrambled eggs,  
Juice, Milk and Muffins. 

 

Who: Middle School and Senior High Youth 
 

Where: 116 South Fifth Street - Right by the 
church 

 

Why: Come and enjoy a good breakfast, relax 
a little and spend some time together. 
Time to pray, goof around a little and 
get off to the days activities. 

 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board so  
I know how much food to make.    

   
College students and parents of college students… 
FLC would like to stay in touch with you even when 
you are away from home. Please make sure the  
office has your snail mail address and your e-mail 
address. Once we get your address, look for  
encouraging notes, cards and letters and maybe 
even a care package or two. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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Keep me as 
the apple of 
Your eye. 

Psalm 17:8 


