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September Worship 
 

 

Sunday, September 1   

Backpack-ers Blessing 
Holy Communion 
at both 8:30 and 10:00 am services 
 

Sunday, September 8 
Rally Day - First Kids Start 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, September 15 

First Kids Blessing 
First Kids Sing 
Intinction Holy Communion 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, September 22 
Confirmation Blessing 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration 
 

Sunday, September 29 
  8:30 am - Spirited Traditional  
10:00 am - Celebration 
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You will make known to me the path of life; In 
Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right 

hand there are pleasures forever.  
Psalm 16:11 



. 

Pastor Sara’s Special Sunday 

Dear FLC Congregation, Clergy, Musicians, Call Committee and Council, 

Thank you!!! What a wonderful celebration! I am so in awe of all the well 
wishes, hugs and words of caring and support from all of you. I am blessed  
to be a part of FLC! 

A few specific words of thanks: 

 Worship and Time Together: It is a wonderful gift for me to see people in community worshipping 
Jesus and sharing God’s love with one another.  

 The Keepsake Booklet : To those who wrote and created the booklet, clergy, staff, call committee 
and council. Thank you for sharing your memories, your kind words, prayers and encouragement. 

 Picture Collage: Thanks to those who gathered the pictures and to Mary Ellen Gorden for putting 
them together. It is fun to look back on all the things our congregation has 
done together.   

 Anthem: Thank you to the FLC choir for the special anthem. You 
sounded wonderful! 

 Video and photos: The video was awesome! Thank you to those who 
shared pictures. 

 Monetary Gift: I am overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and 
generosity. Thank you for the gift.  

 Reception: Thank you to everyone who helped with the reception and 
took the time to stop by and share in the fellowship. It is a great reflection of 
Christ’s love when we spend time together. 

 Dialogue Sermon: I really appreciate the efforts of Pastor Lehman, Ben 
and Odin Ehrets to participate in the dialogue sermon. I joked that all three  
of them make me nervous when they open their mouths and that is true, but 
I wouldn’t want to share this crazy life of ministry with anyone else. 

It's truly been a blessing to have served at FLC for 15 years. It is nice to be at a 
place where people work to live out their faith. I am humbled and honored by your love and care. See you in 
Church!    

God's Blessings to All of You, Pastor Sara 
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September already! I have always 
found that it is a great month to 
press reset and start fresh.    
 
For me it is my Birthday (thanks for 
the well wishes see page 2).   
September signals the back to 
season: Back to school, back to 
routines, back from vacations, back to work. New 
things are starting up too. It is a new season after 
all. New classes, new outfits, new leagues, new 
small groups, new work to do, new coach for the 
Packers, new advertisements for all things pumpkin 
spice.   
 
I always liked the fresh start fall brings. It brings 
energy and renewal to life. I think it can be true in 
our faith life as well. 
 
Start fresh this fall on Rally Day, September 8th.   
First Kids begins. We have a picnic for the whole 
Congregation at 11:00 am! How good it will be to 
come together again. 
 
In this issue of First Edition you will see all kinds of 
opportunities for you to connect with God and 
renew your faith in lots of exciting ways. There are 
groups for people of all different interests and 
abilities. There are opportunities to study and ask 
questions, to serve and to care, to worship and to 
sing.   
 
Unfortunately, the chaos of starting other things in 
the fall can make us think we don’t have time. The 
truth is we don’t have time not to connect to God.   
It is only through faith that we gain perspective to 
look at the difficulties of our lives. It is only in 
connection with God that chaos turns to peace. It is 
only through giving that we understand the gifts 
God has given us to use in God’s name.  
 
I can’t wait to see you soon. I can’t wait to hear 
about your summer adventures. I can’t wait to start 
new and fresh adventures with all of you.  
 
Pastor Sara 
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Council Highlights 
 

In August, the Council: 

 

> Learned that a new teacher had accepted an 
offer to serve in FLC’s 4K program. 

> Discussed the resignation of the South Central 
Synod of Wisconsin Bishop and some of the 
decisions made at the ELCA Churchwide 
Gathering in Milwaukee. 

> Expressed appreciation for the parking lot 
striping, landscape trimming, carpet extraction 
and painting that were completed in the past 
month. 

> Received favorable reports on 
congregational giving related 
to the General and Appeal 
Funds. 

> Received thanks from Pastor Sara for the 
celebration of her special Sunday on July 28.  

> Learned that new carpeting was scheduled to 
be installed in the church during the last week 
of August. This is a Follow Your Heart Appeal 
Project. 

> Celebrated the news that over 700 hours of 
Love Stoughton Area projects have been 
completed since June 1, 2017. 

> Heard a Stewardship recommendation to begin 
sponsorship of Lutheran Medical Missionary 
Steve Swanson, a doctor serving in Arusha, 
Tanzania in the 2020 Appeal. (Dr. Mark 
Jacobson retired effective January 1, 2019.) 
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Have a prayer request or would like your loved  
one to be listed in this section of the newsletter?  

Please contact the church office or a pastors.   

Our Sympathy to the family of… 
 

Phoebe Baker, mother of Diane Gjermo 
Fred Ingersoll 
Irene Nelson, mother of Jane Kleven 
Nola Skaar 
Gary Thompson, father of Ben Thompson 
Ken Zimmerman, uncle of Debbie Purcell 

 Sharing and Caring 

Congratulations to… 
 

 

Shelby Tjugum and Anthony Gomez on their 
recent marriage. 

Heather Crawford and Jeremiah Krager on 
their recent marriage. 

Erin Nelson and Connor Seamonson on their 
recent marriage. 

Special Prayers for… 
 

Janie Bailey, friend of Rachel Anderson 
Linda Christofferson 
Haley Denzer 
Cindy Engelke 
Lani Kohrt 
Joyce Koskelin 
Emmy Lunde 
Sharon Midthun, mother of Mike Midthun 
Liz Nelson 
Brett Nicol, cousin of Pastor Sara 
Scott Nicol, uncle of Pastor Sara 
Mary Ott, friend of John Wedeward 
Angie Radecke 

Known to have been hospitalized…  

Karen Griffin 
Don Vike 

Sunday, September 8 
Churchwide Picnic  

following the second service. 
 

Fun for all! 
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River Food Pantry  
 

Helping out at the River Food Pantry is a fun and 
rewarding experience. You work with friends to  
assist others while they are picking out food or 
clothing items. You might even work in the kitchen 
area to serve meals or bus tables. Regardless of 
where you work, you leave feeling like you have 
made a difference in someone's life. Because of 
this, we would like to let you know of the many  
volunteer times that the River Food Pantry offers.  
 

Tuesday and Thursdays:  
 9:30 am–2:30 pm (Full Shift) 
 9:30 am–12:00 pm   
 11:30 am–2:30 pm   
 3:30 pm–7:30 pm   
 3:30 pm–5:30 pm   
 5:00 pm–7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday: 10:45 am–2:15 pm  
 

Friday:    4:00 pm–8:00 pm 
  
First Lutheran Volunteers have typically gone as 
a group on Friday nights, but the Pantry is also 
open on Tuesday and Thursday nights as well. If 
you would like to volunteer, but Friday nights 
aren’t the best for you or 
your family, please let the 
office know which night 
would work for you… 
Tuesday or Thursday. 
Thank you!! 

Sunday, October 13 at 4:00 pm  
The Arneson Farm - 2056 Skaalen Rd 

 

Include the annual picnic and bonfire in your 
fall activities! This is a great outdoor event 
for all ages. The Church will provide hotdogs, 
paper goods, lemonade and s’mores fixings. 
Just bring a dish to share. We will gather for 
a bonfire, games, singing and fellowship.  
Invite friends and neighbors!   
 

Help us kick off the fall in style. Sign up in 
the Information Center. 
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 Small Groups and Fellowship Ministries  

Women’s Circles 
Circle 17 meets on Monday,  

September 9 at 11:30 am at Sunrise. 
 

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday,  

September 10 at 11:00 am at the VFW.  
Lou Ann Ellingson will be the Hostess. 

 

Phoebe Circle meets Tuesday,  
September 10 at 7:00 pm at 

Laura Stokstad’s house. 

Game on and bring a friend.  

Book Clubs 
 

The Evening Book Club will meet on  
Monday, September 16 at 7:15 pm.  
The book to be discusses is Big Little 
Lies by Liane Moriarty 

 
 
The Selah (Daytime) Book Club will meet 
on the third Thursday of each month at 
10:00 am in the Church Library. This 
month, on September 19, the book  
discussion will be on Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman. 

 FLC Guys Golf  
 

Outings are scheduled the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
mornings of each month at area golf courses. 
Please join us for any of the outings that work for 
you. It’s a great opportunity for some fun on the 
course and fellowship with your FLC friends.  

September Outings: 

9/10 at 9:30 am ~ Koshkonong Mounds  
Country Club in Fort Atkinson. 

9/24 at 10:00 am ~ The Meadows of Six Mile 
Creek in Waunakee. 

 

Please contact: Chuck Geurink  
(345-4333, cggeurink@charter.net)  
or Rich Albright (215-6027,  
albrightclannn@gmail.com) to  
indicate your interest.  

 

Soul Sisters 
Soul Sisters will meet on  
Monday, September 16 from 
10:00- 11:45 am In the Fireside 
Room. If you are thinking about 
joining our group, it is an ideal 
time as we are launching a new 
Bible study series by Bob Goff 
called Love Does. This series 
doesn’t just invite you to  
respond with your God-given 
potential, it invites you to become a part of what 
God can do beyond your potential.  
 
Guests and new members are always welcome at 
our once-a-month gatherings. 

Bible Journaling  
 

Bible Journaling starts back up again on the  
First Thursday of the Month  

September 5! 
 

from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Art Room.  
Bring your supplies or use ours!  

Treats too! 

Circle 3 at The Fireside’s Fish Fry. 

Little Lambs Play Group 
meets in the church’s Nursery from  
8:30 - 10:30 am on Tuesday mornings. 
 

Join in the fun, bring a friend!  

Contact Jennifer Seehaver for more information  
at (262) 573-3949. 
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Men’s Group  
Organizational Meeting 

 

Are you interested in being a part of  
a small group with other men?   

We are looking to start a small group  
this fall in October.   

 

A brief organizational meeting  
between services on  

Sunday, September 15.  
Meet us in the church Library. 

  

There will be a survey for you to  
fill out, material to look at and  

donuts, coffee & water.  
 

If you are interested please contact Pastor 
Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com  

even if you can’t make the meeting.      

Women Bible Study 
  

The group will be starting a new study series on  
Tuesday, September 24. In this six lesson study 
grounded in 1 and 2 Kings, you will examine the life  
of the prophet Elijah, an ordinary man who did  
extraordinary things for God in the midst of the highs 
and lows of life. Learn some of the spiritual stamina 
secrets that helped him hold on and persevere in 
faith, including practical habits  
related to: 
 

1. prayer  
2. choices  
3. soul care 
4. surrender  
5. mentoring  
6. legacy 
 

Join this group, which meets the last Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm. If you have any questions, please 
see Pastor Sara. Sign up in the Information  
Center.   

 

MSG - Monday Small Group 
Adding a Little Salt to your Life! 
 

Meeting Weekly Starting  
September 16 from 7:00-8:30 pm 
 

In Before Amen by Max Lucado,  
a self-professed "recovering prayer 
wimp," reveals his personal struggles 
with prayer. He will show you how he  
discovered that prayer is not a  
privilege for the pious or the art of a 
chosen few but a simple tool all believers have 
been given to have a conversation with God.  
 

Through the use of a simple, easy-to-remember, 
pocket-sized prayer that he distilled from the  
prayers in the Bible, he will lead you in building a 
prayer life that is stronger, better and deeper.  
 

Sign up in the Information Center or e-mail Pastor 
Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com to join this 
small group. (Note: We will not meet on October 14)   
Children can play in the Nursery while we meet in  
the Library.  

FLC is collecting school items for Lutheran 
World relief & the Stoughton Area Schools 
through September 15. Needed supply list 
is available in the upper Atrium. 

Adult Study Class will begin Sunday, September 8 
in the Fireside room at 10:00 am. Their Bible class will 
begin an eight week series on The Basic Teachings 
of Scripture. 
 

 9/8   The Bible and its purpose 
 9/15   Genesis and Creation; the fall into Sin 
 9/22   Genesis (cont.) 
 9/29   A look at the Second Article of  
  the Apostles Creed 
 10/6   The Second Article (cont.) 
10/13  The work of the Holy Spirit 
10/20  Is the Church catholic? The Sacraments 
10/27  Discussion groups 

Laura Stokstad’ s Group will begin in October.  
They welcome new members as they choose a 
study. This group meets at 10:30 am on Tuesday at 
Laura’s home.  
 

Bible and Brews will meet every other Tuesday 
starting on September 10 at 7:00 pm. The 8 week 
video based study is called Follow. 

Bible Study Small Groups 
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It’s Garage Sale time!! So when you are out 
and about looking for new treasures for  
yourself, please consider looking for our  
Baby Basket Ministry as well.  
 

We could use:  
gently used baby books  
(board books are preferred) 
boys clothes  
hooded towels 
baby wash 
crib sheets 
diapers  
sippy cups.  
Thank you!! 

Baby Baskets 

Q: What is one thing that I 
can count on in my life? 

A: “...the steadfast love  
of the Lord is from  

everlasting to everlasting.”  
Psalm 103:17 

Matthew 25:40 in the GOD'S WORD®  
Translation Bible says, "The king will answer 
them, 'I can guarantee this truth: Whatever 
you did for one of my brothers or sisters, no 

matter how unimportant [they seemed],  
you did for me.'  
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Join the Evangelism Committee 

and others in welcoming visitors!! 
 

The Evangelism Committee is launching a new way to help us all 
get to know each other better! It will also help us to welcome  
visitors and new members to our church! On Sunday, August 25  you 
saw several church members wearing new name tags created just for FLC. 
 
Each person will be responsible for their own name tag once they get them. The idea is to wear 
them to church every Sunday and to other FLC events taking place during the week. Adults will pay 
$5 for their tags, and their children’s tags will be free! 
 

Now it is time for you to get involved!   
Fill out the slip below to order your nametag and return to the church office. 

Become part of the welcoming ambassadors of First Lutheran! 
 

(Please print names) 
 

 First Name ______________________________     Last Name ______________________________  
 

 First Name ______________________________     Last Name ______________________________  
 

 Child’s First Name ________________________ Last Name ______________________________  
 

 Child’s First Name ________________________ Last Name ______________________________    
 

 Child’s First Name ________________________ Last Name ______________________________      
 

Child’s First Name ________________________ Last Name ______________________________      

    

SAVE THE DATE: 
Food for Kidz will be at the Stoughton Fire  

Station on Saturday, October 19 from 8:00-1:00 pm. 
Look for a sign-up later this month for your chance 
to help fill bags of food for kids around the world! 
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First Lutheran congregants are living out their faith by helping others in need!  
Let’s face it, we are all getting older; and it’s hard when we can’t do the things that we used to do. 

I’ve heard it over and over…”I would do this ‘job’ or that ‘task’, but I just can’t anymore.” Or, “I used to 
love being out in the yard, but my body won’t let me do it anymore.” These are people in our community 

that are used to being the ones who help others and now they are the ones who need help.  
These are the people that we are serving with LSA. And they are so grateful!  

Thank you for giving of your time and energy to this ministry!  
 

Last month, we removed bushes, trimmed and weeded, cleaned a house and did some painting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Love Stoughton Area 

We would love it if you would like to be a part of our group!  
Sign up at the Information Center to learn more about upcoming projects. 

After Before 
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So many beginnings at this time of year, which means it is time to sign up your child for their Christian Ed-

ucation with First Kids! Sessions are provided during both church services, 8:30 and 10:00 am.  

Families can worship together and learn during the opposite time, or kids can go to sessions while adults go 

to church. Your choice!   

The fun begins on September 8 with Rally Day! That means a picnic and games for everyone!  
There will be a Soak-N-Wet game if kids want to participate at the picnic, so bring a change of clothes  
and a towel. 

 This Year the Pre K - 3rd graders will be Digging Into Epic Teachings of the Bible exploring the  
enduring lessons of the Old and New Testaments. Kids build a foundation that guides them in living God’s 
way. Students will dig into Scriptures such as the Fruit of the Spirit, Armor of God, and Psalm 23. Through 
this program and relationships with their classmates and teachers, kids discover that the Bible matters 
and is a loving letter from a God who understands them. 

 

 Sept. 8:  Rally Day—Fruits of the Spirit Love 
 Sept. 15:  Fruits of the Spirit Joy 
 Sept. 22:  Fruits of the Spirit Peace  
 Sept. 29:  Fruits of the Spirit Patience  

4th-6th Graders or IMPACT 456 will be learning about the Old Testament.   
 

 Sept. 8: Rally Day 
 Sept. 15: The Call of Samuel: The Lord Calls His People to Be Holy 
 Sept. 22: The Last Judge: The Lord God shows power over Idols 
 Sept. 29: Saul: The First King 

First Kids can use a few good adults (and high schoolers)  
to help teach or substitute! 

 

Do you love Jesus? Do you want kids to know more about their faith? Then you would make a great First 
Kids teacher! The best part is you work in teams so you meet some awesome people.  
 

Occasionally we need people who are willing to substitute for a class.  If you can’t commit to a whole year 
but are willing to be on a substitute list this would be for you!   Contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761 if 
 

 
 

FLC IMPACT 456 

Hayride & Bonfire Event! 

 
When: Sunday, October 6 from Noon- 3:00 pm 

Who: Fourth, Fifth & Sixth Grade Students 
What: Impact 456 event 

Where: At Schuster’s Farm  
Menu: Hotdogs and S’mores 

Why: To have fun with faithful friends and meet new ones!   
 If you would be willing to drive, please e-mail Pastor Sara at pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. like to 
work with First Kids! 



. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
College students and parents of college students… 
FLC would like to stay in touch with you even when 
you are away from home. Please make sure the  
office has your snail mail address and your e-mail  
address. Once we get your address, look for  
encouraging notes, cards and letters and maybe  
even a care package or two. 

Youth and Family Ministries 

Schuster’s  
Haunted Forest  
Friday, October 4 
 

Senior High Youth and Friends: 
Endure a nerve racking ride into the deep dark 

woods and stumble to the gates of camp Schuster!  
Come back to church for a fire and s’mores.   

 

Meet at church at 6:30 pm to car pool to Schuter's. 
Adult drivers needed. 

Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board!  
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Confirmation 
 

Another exciting year of  
Confirmation preparation is 
beginning! Here are some 
important dates for 7th, 8th 
and 9th graders:  
 

 

Wednesday, September 4 at 6:30 pm: 
 

Confirmation starts for 7th and 8th graders.  
Come early to eat supper with everyone! 
 

Wednesday, September 11 at 8:00 pm:  
 

Parents and mentors of 9th graders will be asked 
to attend this start-up meeting!   
 

Sunday, September 15 at 5:15 pm:  
 

Confirmation starts for 9th graders! Come for a  
fun filled evening with other Senior High Youth. 
 

Sunday, September 22 at both services: 
 

Blessing for 7th graders, parents, guides and  
9th grade mentors. 

Senior High Youth Group 
 

What:  A group just for Senior High Youth 
 filled with fun, faith and growth!    
 

When:  September 15 at 5:00pm!  
 

Don’t miss this event planning meeting and  
Bonfire! Bring your calendars! 

 

Where:  At FLC  
 

Who: Youth in grades 9-12   
 Part of 9th Grade Confirmation 

 

Bring Friends and a calendar! 
 

10th Graders ~ Remember that this is the 
night you put your hands on the wall! 

Case for Christ for Teens 
2nd and 3rd Wednesdays  

8–9pm (Snack provided) 
 

High School Teens and friends are invited to take part in this study that will take  
place 4 times throughout the fall. Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board to join this  
group and receive a books or see Pastor Sara for more information. 

 
 

Case for Christ Movie: Sunday, September 29  from 4:00 – 6:30pm.  
Pizza, Popcorn and Drinks provided. Friends and family invited.   
Sign up in Information Center.    



. 
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Contact Information: 
310 E. Washington Street 
P.O. Box 322 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: (608) 873-7761 
Fax: (608) 873-5174  
Email: info@flcstoughton.com 
Website: www.flcstoughton.com 
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